| DoCEnENY HESERE o
0 163 139 - ' | . Up 018 €62

- " AUTHOR * Pipho, .Chris - ' ) .
TITLE ~ Update VII:. #inisal cc-;etcncy 1est1ng. Eeport do.
105.
INBTITUTION Bducaticn Commission of the States, Dénver, Colc.
POB-DATE - 15 Now 77 ,
: WOTE 68p. ; Bot available in hard cogfy due to xep:oducticn

quality of the ovriginal docosent. .
AVAI IABLE PROM Bducation Commission of the States, 1860 Linccln
. . St:eet,cSuitc'Boo, Denver, Colorado. £h29‘ ($6.50)
EDRS PRICE - HP-SO 83 Plus Postage. HC Not lvailable from EDRS. .
DBSCRIPTORS sBasic Skills; sEducaticnal Assessmest; *Educational
' legislation: Elementary Seccndary xducaticn. sPederd)
- Legislation: Graduaticn Beguirements: #sBinimam
Coapetancy Testing: OStatc Legialaticp: State o
Sn:veya C
nasrnacr "\ ' »
The 1ssue of linilal competency tcsting fcr high
schoal graduation and grade to.grade prcmotion aa a method o
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. INTRODUCTION ' Yoo ‘

/‘ ’ -

Minimal competency testing for high school graduation and grade-to- .
. ' grade promotion continues to be one of the most “yxplosive issues on the :
. educitional scene today, from the standpoint of both controversy and spread \.
of practice. There seems to be amplé middle ground in the controversy but

few have chosen to tread it. Bnthuslastic, proponents~be11evo they have found

a way to force greater emphasiq on the basic skills and to guarantee,fhat the -
nigh school diploma will wean thgﬁ certain skils and facts will have been: ,
-mastered by thefgraduate‘rather an .m&an tHat the graduate hgs put in his -
time." They cannot understand the reluctancer opponents have in placing confin .
dencle in standardized vesth or-in “guaranteeing” a certain minimum level of .
proficiency for all students- regnrdless of ability, Opponents generally see

the movement as a punitive measure against the schools and as a means of .
holding the schocls and the teachers-accountable for results that are depend-’
ent on a host .of variables over which they have no control. One faction asks:
“Just what are the competéncies you speak of, who is going to define them, how °
are the standards to be set, how are they to-te measured and what about life
skilis, citizenship, moral development and art?” The answer: We're talking
about reading; writing and arithmetic--just teach those well and the students

s ~ will pick up the rest, Use standardized tests--you 've been* doi ng it for.years--
. 8o we'll know how our' kids stack up with the rést.” Thoughtful’ ‘pebpie, however,

“ o are beginning to pay serious attention to the problems attendant to the nhole
' - concept. .

L)
L

Probably no Concept in recent years has received such widespread
attention, either legislatively or by state board adoption. Since April of
) 1976, .the Research and Information Department has issued six "Updates” in an
e " at:empt to keep pace with developments. This is ‘the seventh. - s of April 15,
T 1976, four states had enacted legislation and four staté bSards of educiation .
had adopted regulations mandating some form of minimal competengy testing,
- Bills were pending in eight state legislatures and five state Woards had
. studies under way. - Today, 11 states have enacted legislation and 20 state.
boards have adopted regulations,. for a total of 31. Activity is occurring -
in the other 19 .states either at -the local-level by state -department study
.or legislative hearings. The debate has reached the federal level with
proponents and opponents of nationwide standards testifying'before Congress.
Representative Mottl of Ohio has introduced two bills that would impose.
national standards in the absence of state standards. It appears at, this
writing. however. that the mandatory pature of the bills will be altered,
. With this publication, the Education Commission of the States has
- attempted to provide you with the turrent status of the concept with no
. ’ editorializing or in-depth analyses, Preliminary analysis reveals one
- * ‘interesting facet, howéver--state boards are more apt to add life skills and : .
. other subjects in addition to the 3 R's than are atate-legislatures. The
-reader should be aware that ECS has adopted no official ‘position on winimal
tompetency testing. It has tonducted four regional conferences on the subject )
and has received much valuable input from the conferees. The ECS Policy Com-..
) mittee is studying the. issue with the goal of developing a policy statement
e : for consideration an.the 1978 annual meeting of ECS. I

- - " e ..
Al . . )

. . .. Riussell B. Vlaanderen, Director
o ' . - ..Resi;rch and- Information Department
T L Education Commission of the States * .

-+ .
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. Ca ot .e, MINIMAL COMPETENCY TESTIHG T - .7 !

I . . . b .

FEE ST STM‘E ACTIVITY . '-

L. ; . L ' ) . . '
. . Federai chieidtion -- Pending. e .

. . {
L]

. L " State Legietalion - Ehacted and Faiied ' . ' _f

. ."Stato Boaid of Education Rulings - s o -

*

., gtato-ﬂtpartmont of Education Activity _ ' - -

Lo s . - '
T o . Local District Activity tincompiete iiscing)

k, ttt*lt'tt‘ttttt'ttttttt*t_ttt‘*tt'ttttt't‘*htttt“t't*t‘t ..
."‘!n.._‘ . . ’.... . " . . . . .I

LY . o
oo ,\mm - 1977, Legisiation (Failed): ’ . .

. SB 79 . Would hafe iocal school boards deVelop standords of proficiency in order
evaiuate student progress in the performance of academic and basic skiiis. Th
. state department of education is to assist iocal boards by deveioping examples of AL
" mpinimal academic standards for high school graduation inciuding performance.indi-- - €
cators, -Implementation deadline for iocal districets is June I, 1978. : )f ST
Reported out. of committeo, died on calehdar.

T . ]
[} . .

- 19771_$tgte Department of Education: (Spring 1$77, Reported in gyfn;; vi . .
The.Graduation Requirements Task Forgg,-- a. 241person task force pppointod by the * N

. "~ state department of education and chdired by ‘Dr. Frank Schneiddr, local dpstrict h :

o -principal, made the following recommendations to the, state board of education in )
March of 1977: In order to  recéive a high school diploma, students should be able
to pass a basic skills examination. This examination is to be given as enrly as

. ~ the ninth grade with provisions for re-taking the test each year, -Studeunts’ not
" . passing the examination wpuld receive a-Certificate of Attemdance rather than a ..
- ‘high sihool diplollla. The task forc,e also recommended that the state department of - 3
.* education develop general guidelines and that local districts develop the appropriate
standards, The state superintendent of education has appointed a committee. to begin

work on this recommendation. . I : . * .
. -The task force recomméndation is expected to be dcted Jupon by the state board of
DR education in its June 1977 noe;ing. ' -

(_ A ] h _ oo ) o o -
- r—'au, 1977, Stats Department of, sducatim.: T

*
"

The -task force recommendation - (soe- above) u'ns approved. by the l!oard of education, . e
Thé superintendent of education has appointed a committee of 100 to -study and make . 7
récommendations on the standards and high school diploma issue, .The committee is 3
made up of SO educators and SO <itizens (including representatives of the .
Legislature), This committee is directed 4 steering ‘commjittee "of ‘twenty and .
.is expected to make .its final recommendat ons to the state board oE dducators: by .
_July 1, 1978. o o L . .- Coov

Ll
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For more information tontact: . '
" pr. R.Lchard Causey ) ' )
Asst. Ufr., Div. of Instruction
- State Dept. of Bd., Room 607

‘State 0ffice Buiiding -
Montgomery, Alabama .36130

| (205) 832-3890
. 1978;_'@3_5’1atio'n: .

As of oveaber, no legislation had been pre-filed for’ the 1978 scssion.
" ‘- 1977, Lecal Districe: '

On September 20,,1977 the Huntsville City School Board approved the Super-

"intendent's proposal that an' ad hoc committee approved to engage in an
.in-depth study and develop a paster plan for establ ishing a minimim com-

peténcy standards program for high school graduation. The committee is
schedu.led to submit a master /plan no later than July 1, 19?8

4

- For moro i.nfomti.cm contact' .
. . Drs ncn Tuggs . ; . '
- " . - Asst. Supt. for Instruction - ¥ ot i T
© " Huntsville City Schools .
P. 0. Box 1286 ’
- Hmtsvi.lla, Alabama 3580}____

(205) S539-2111

.i.'.*.ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ’ﬁ*
- . B .

-

.u.as:i\ = 1977 Stnta nepertnent of Education (naporzad in Update vz 6{1177)

New high school graduation requirements ted by t.he Alaska Deparmnt o} Educa-
tion permit logal distyicts to graduate-high school students on the basis of conm-
petency. To date no dist:ri:cts have adopted. a total system of competency-based high

-school graduation. . Lo distri‘cts working oi- this problem are working on an identi-

fication of levels of. tehey -~ these have been converted back to, l:amegie Units
or tile requ:lreleﬁts accordinz to the state departnnt of education.

A su:zimpmmt of Bducation Stee ing.Comittee on Secondary Schools is

exploring the m_i\ssm of conpetancy-bqed high school tion. .

‘ Aluh's sttteuide .lssessmt program, test.tng in grades 4 and. B -has not been i

usail for denlopins cmlpetmy high schooL graduation requimonts or grade pro-
" wotion.
. u._‘ 1 - -

"f. Fal)"1 m?, ‘State Ma"mu of agm g _ _
m finay roporr. ;ssued by t.he suerlns Cmntttee on Small Sooondar/ Schools did

of the Statse




L ' ’ " .
ALAS&& - Fall 1977 Siato Department of Education (coutinuq_l' !
nqt mahe any rccommcndationb on the suhjbgt ot compctcney‘bascd hlgh %chool gradua-
tien. . .
Thé dJdepartment of education is planning a district-by-disgrict survey of competency- .
. based 'activity later this school Year. . . .
. ; J . - .ot "
- 1977, Local Districe: . B 4 be /.
) -~ . . [ - N
" Xodiac Island Borough School Districe . . "
ry - North.Slope Borough School Discrict ) . C : . . )
] Southypst Regional Attendance Area . )
Adak School District '
Galena School Districe - . -
Juneau School District . .
Anchorage School Qistrict .
For_more information contact: ’
Richard Lutﬁer
A .7 - Department of Program Development and .
’ . ) Dissemination. . ’ ’
- - State Department of Education ) .
L . Pouch ¥ . . T
TR Juneau, Alaska 99801 '
(907) 465-2842
3 : . -
{ L . ' “« & & W;a & & & - o u )
' N T P o .o
. ," . T, . K4 '
ARIZONA - 1973, Stace Department of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1{:'3 ;
- 1
Effective January 1, 1976, s:hool dkﬁtr;cts are required to haveJStudents rocﬂpving s
the standard eighth grade gjga;ficatq able tj read, write and coAapute at the- x&xth-4
grade level. High school ents must demonét:ate an ghilxty to read, write‘ﬂ@ﬁ ,
compute at the ninth-grade level. i ‘, . L
) , T i .
o 1976, ngjSlation (Failed)' (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) . . .
g8 1138 ggassed’ienate, died in house commxttee! This bill would have re5tr1cted :
current state board ruling by not- allowing the state uniform' achievement evaluation .
to be used to -establish ninimun-achievement levals. : R . -
;oL 1977, Legislation (Falled): (Reported in UPDATE' VI, 6/1/77) v
H ’160 Would require the state school superintendent ‘and the state board of educa-
- tion to develop a stareyide standard testing program -for grades 1-12. _The resulcts
"~ of the tests would be correlated to individual pupils® class sizes, teachers, feachers'.
experience and salaries, “The state board of education would also be mandated to - ™
* " .« divide class time of 2nd - 6th grades. into "verbal and quantitative segments'' and
i furthér st;pu!ates there uou1d be no unauthor;zed segment skxpping. .
x T The bill also conta;ned anaﬂeaffv out” provision by dllowing any person “(age, 18 or
T . . \\ ) - ‘ . - [ | : ... . 5
- . . \\-; o . L £dmdon Commmtml or !hc.s'!am

. o " \:\ . ‘ _‘ . "'I, K




+ . ’ + v
/anmml - 1977, Legislatlon (Falled) (continued):

‘older was deloted') to take tho Genoral Educational Development (GED'] tests and re-
~ celve & high school certificate of equivalency If a passing scora was achleved.

T"' ~ - Fall 1977y State Dep_n!-mf I:ducatxon

The state department.of education is in the process of loplementing a method of
gathering information fromig: school district gompilance with the state board
 of education mandite on high school and 8th gr graduation. Thls data will be

/. avallable at the end of the 1978 school year. "Pratest gu:l.dellnes and non-compllance
» penaltlies are under study. » )

o _ s L ‘ . -
For more information contact:
‘Dr. Barbara Davis =~ ' "\
. * - Arizona ‘State Department of Education - )
SN 1535 West Jefferson. . )
' \Fgoenix. Arizona' 85007 .
(802) 271-4880

’

L4

- 1978 Legl slation:

7 Legislation sinilar to'H 2160° 1s tzpec_ted.w Nothing had been prisfiled by mid-
‘ Noveaber of 1977. _ ! : S
——*‘}"' ' . . r ' ." ———

T R T I N I NI

Aam'sas' - 1977, -Legislation (Failed): (Repqx"teiizin UPLa v: 6/1/77)

ﬂ&strict testlng blll
t,,skept the followmg pro-

HB 609 Educational Assessment. A broad statewlde and sc
- It 'was hea\ruy amended by the house educatlon cmlttee
PR visions:

- - . T v
B N “State department of education ;ha?l by June 1, 1978 develo;a — ’
S : siinimm performance standards Yor gradbation from sezondary 7
T schools and minimm performance educational goals for various oA
, & .. .. grades-and subject areas uithi&-tho—publlc schools."

The "llinm perfomance educational goa.l.;/_aro to mclude the baslc sklll aress
of reannu}'writing and mathmtlcs )

- 1977, _gislatlon (Enacted) :

;2 Ar.t 484° mndates the' state board of education. a.fter couductmg statewide ‘Hearings,
: to establish goals of education for Arkansas. The Act also cans for the setting.
of minimum perfornahce education goals. , .

=4 % Requires ' ‘each school district to annually mport to the state department’
o 0 tion information on all national standarized achievément tests administered
P O to students. This information iz tp include: subject areas tested, "grade levels, '
; date of test and tes; resnlts ’l‘he data is to seTve as & basls for conparisou by

i

l‘8 . . . - - ;\_. »




ARRANSAS - -(continued) ‘ L : S >

o Foll 1977 State Dqgortmcnt HhE Educ}tion Activ:tx .

The dcpartmonlﬁof education has established a statowido goals of oducation committee
of 91 people.  County and school district meetings have been held during -the fall.
Recommendations of this committce will be Prescented .to the state hoard of education

in December.of 1977. ' L ¥ "
L] ‘ ’ ' .
: The proc- . of sottxng minimum®performance oducot*pn goals for grades 3-6 & 8 will ,
" take placec between December 1977 and March 1978, . - - »
§ Fdr wore information contact: . - . /

Dr. Shergan Peterson
Arkansas Department of Education ‘ :
{ . + capitol Mall . - .
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 " °
> ﬁSQl) 371~1766

- t ttt'*“tﬁ"ﬁttt

. CALIFORSIA , - 1975-1976, Legislation (Enacted): Reported in UPDATE V1, 6/1/77)

SB 1112 of 1972 and SB 1243 (gzo;idxng for fundlna) of 1975 The two acts combined 4
~ provide for the California High School Prof;ciency -Test. Sixteen- and 17-year-oldsg,
. upon successful completion of) the test, may be awarded a proficiency certificate
' legally equivalent: to a.high/school diploma. They may leave high sthool if they
pass the test and receéive parent permission. The test covers the process areas.

, : of rcading and. computat;on and the content areas of consumer ¢con mics and mathe~
- ma:ncs.

L]

. _ _ . o . N

— §8 1502, Ch, 315 (1976) . ¥ill change the existing “early out™ minimal competency
. test program by makin® it available to citicons over the age of 18, The effects
of this law on the existing GED hlgh school oquivaléncy program ‘are not clear._

AB 3608, ch. 856 {1976) chu;res dxstricts to establish standnrds of proficiency

in the basic skill arecas, including ‘reading. writing and computation.. 1t -also pro-
vides that students be fested at least once during grade 7 throu and twice be-
tween grades 10 and 11. Parent-student-principal-teaciier conf€rences and remedial
classes ‘are to be arranged for those students who fail to demonstrate minimal.pro-
ficxcncy. No stuident can recejve a high schog; diploma after June 1980 unloss he

or. she passes :he proficiency tos%. : - . 7.

! AB 2725, Ch. -473 (1976) Requires that examples of minimal academ;c standards for
pe -« high school graduation be prepared and distributed by the California State Board

- of Education. This. is to include criteria utilized by the department of education
in- dovoloﬁina standards for competency in basic skills for the high school. profi-

. ciency exami. The effective date‘ls January 1. 1977. (Note: formancE‘znd;cators
were distributed to Schools in April of 1577.) //:f :

. ] B - )
[ . . i T -
.- - . .
- . 5 Lo -
N

., -; R | } S -'5.- . \ ' ) EdmﬂM'Comolittion'of the St:oru\
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. ing test devéioped by the dspartnent. o _ . ”

" . for pupils nt»endxng schooly within 1ts school district.
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CALISORSIA' - (continued) . o ce ' 1
’ . r

) - Legislation (Failed); (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

' >
§B 1731 The measure encompasses recounsndations madp by the RISE (Reform ii. Inter-
sediate and 'Secondary Education) Commisslgn, One of the provisions of the bill is

.a roquirsment'for the tssting of minimal competency in’basic skills and othor areas.

‘AB_2559 This bill PrOhibits the admission or promotlon of an elementary grade pupil

to any particular:grade unless reading ability is at least equal to that prescribed
for pupils in.the next lower grade. Ability is to be detarmlned 1n a manner pre-

scribed by the sta:e band of education,

‘ACR 195 Requests the state department of education so-take.necessnry measures to
ensure that no student will be pagsed to the second grade without  the ability to
know and write the alphabet, know basic language sounds. and pass a standard read-

- 1977, Lsgislntion (Failed):

, g 357 Would require elensntary school: districts by June 1, 1979, to adopt standards

of proficiency in the basic skills.  This bill would have students tested at least
twice during the fourth through sixth grades and at least once from sixth through

. e%gpth grades. Conferences between pupil/parsnt/principnl/tenchers would be required

he pupil falls short of the standards. -(Note: ‘An amended partial.version of this
bill was included in enactéd AB 65.) ' : s

~ 1977, Legislntion (Enscted)

/ T
AB 65, Ch. 894 -Is the New Finance and Restructuring of Education Act In61uded_is
a section on student progress in‘elementary and secondary education. Iq/pp:;, it
reads as fo}lous. , ) e ‘

"31215. The 'over11ng board of each schoel district maxntn:&1ng s junior or sénxor
high school saall, by June 1, 1978, adopt standards of Profxcxency in ‘basic sk111s

4

The governing board of each school district maintaining grades 6 or 8, or the equiva-
lent, shall, by June 1, 1979, adopt standards of profxc:ency in basic skills for
pupils nttending such sradss.

' Such. standards shall 1nc1uds, but need ot be limited to, reading comprehension,

writing, and cowputation skills, in the English- lsnguage, necessary to success in

. school 4nd" life experiences, and shall be such as will enable individual achievement

‘to’ be ascertained and evaluated. ~ Differential standards and assessment procedures

. ‘may be adopted for pupils with diasnosad learning disabilities.
'Govsrning boards naintaining sleusntary or junior high schools locnted within a school

district maintaining a higtdschqa; shall adopt standards “of proficiency in basic
skills which are articulatéd with those standards ndopted by the school dzstr1ct

} gaintainiug the high;sphoor. . e s _ . P .

. .Designated employees of all school'districts located within ‘a high school districs
~ 7 and oag'_ or nqre désignses ‘of the high school districg shail meet prior to June 1,

. -
-
. L

' s o
Coe >
~ ?6' R




ALIFORNEA - 1977, chislatxon {Enacted] Tconttnued!:

1979, to plan for articulation of elementary and high school proficitcacy stundards,
and a4 necessary thcrcaftcr to review the effectiveness. of such aQFlculation proce-
dures,

Standardi of proficiency shall be adopted by the governing board with the active
iovolvement of parents broadly refiective of the socioeconomic composition of the
district, administrators, teachers. counsclors, and,-with respect to standards ia
secondary schools, pupils,

51216, Beginning in the 1978-79 xchool year, the governing board of each district
maintaining a junior or senior high school, an+ bcginqing in the 1979-80 school year,
the governing board of each district maintaining an elementary schooi, shall take
appropriate steps to ensure that individual pupil progress towards proficiency in
basic skills is assessed in the English language during the regular instructional
program at least once during.the 4th through éth grade experience, once during the
7th through 9th grade experience and twice during the l10th through llth grade experji-
ence, provided that any pupil who demonstrates proficidney up to prcscr1bed levels
for graduat1on from high school need not be reassessed. Nothing in this section
shall preclude any distrlcet Trom .conducting an assessment of any pup1l in English
~and in the native. language of such pupil,

. e

It is the intent of the Leg1slature that pupii asscssmapts measure the progréss of.

.each pupil in mastering basic skills rather than the plpil's performance relative

to his or her classmates, i
' i : * LN '

In the case of any puPil who does not demonstrate sufficient progress toward mastery

of basic skills so that he or she will be able to meet prescribed standards upon
exit from the 6th,-3th, or 12th grade, whichever is appropriate, the principal shall
arrafige a tonference among the principal or the principal's desxgnee, the parent or.
guardian of tad pupil, and a reacher familiar with the pupil's progress to discyss

the results of the individual pupil assessment and recommended actions to further
the pupxl s progress,

The sccondar? school pupil shall attend the conference. The elementary school pupii
shall .attend the conferende unless the principai’s designee and the parent or guardian .
Fgree that such preseace would not be in the pupil’s best interest, .

The pupil and the parent or guardian shall be reqnested in writing to attend the
conference, Such notice shall be writtedin the primary language of the parent or
guardian, whenever practxcable. ~—
Absent a reqponse from the parent or guardian the school shall make a reasonable
.effort to contact him or her by other means 1o communicate directly the information
contained in tne written request. .//,H\ ,

A: the conference, the principal or the p:1nc1pa1's designee shall describe the

instructional program which shall be provided to assist the pupil to master basic

- skills, / If the parent or guardian does not attend the conference the principal or

the principal's desigpee shall communicate such infoimation by other means witiin

10 days of the daté ot the conference. ‘
.o

3

Instruction in‘basic'skills siall-be provided for any puptl who does not demonstrateea

. ‘- Tt ’ b ‘
. . - J - o 1‘1 -
- . . __— . Educgtion Communon of the States

1




CALIFORNIA - 19.., logisiAtion (Enacted) fcontinued);

sufficient progress toward mastery of basic 3kills and shall continue until the -
pupil hdas:-been given numerous opportunitios to achieve mastery. :

S1217. 3Subsequent to June 1980, no pupil shall receive a dipiomo of graduation from
high school if he or she has not met the standards of'proficiency in basic skills .
prescribed by C?e secondary school district governing -bdard. :

The state board of education shall, by February 1, 1978, preparo and distribute to
each schpol’ district mgintaining a junior or senior high School, and by October 1,
1978, prepare and distribute to cach district maintaining an elementary* school, a
franeuork.f6} assessing pupil proficiency in reading comprehension. writing, and
computation skills. Such framework shail include a range of assessment items in
) ~ each skill area. The assessment framework shall be provided solely to assist each
school district in the development of‘lts own pupil assesspments as requgred by Sec-
- tion 51216.“‘ .
Nothing -in this section shail be .construed to authorize or permit the statg btoard
of education to adopt statewide ninmmum proficiency standards-for high school gradua-

- thﬂ- | i
L] -

-—

: ’ \ [ -
SEC. 43.5. Section 51225 of the Education Code 1s amended to read:

- .
- N

51225, XNo pupil shall receive a diploma of graduation from high school who has not

completed the course.-of study prescribed by the governing board. Requirements for
graduation shall include: M
{a) English. \ " N
(b) Americga history, . ' i ..
s (¢} American government.
(d) Mathematics. . :
"{e) Science. 4 .
(f) Physxcal education, tmlcSS the pupil has been exemptod pursuant to the pro-
visions of this code, w
{g) Such other subjecrs as may be prescrxbeds

The governing board, with the actxve 1nvo1vement of. parents, admxoxstra:o*s, teachers.“
and students, shall, by Januazy 1, i979, adopb alternative means £9r students to . 7
complete the prescrxped courge of study which may include practical uemonstration .
of skills and competencies, work experience or othér. outside school experience,
1nterdisciplinary study, indeperndent study, and credit earned at a postsecondn:y ‘
. institution, Requirements for .gradnation andyspecified alternative modes for com-

N pleting the prescribed course of study. shall be made - hvaxlable to Students, parents,

and. the publxc "

. . = Fall 19’7 State Qgpartment of Educatioq Actzvx;y

* The early exit test 1s now movxng into .its third year aof opera*xon. The California
Rhigh school proficiency test was given’thrse times in 1976-77 with approximately
10,000 to 11,000 students and adults taking the test esach tide,. ‘Ten percent cf each -

" group tested has consisted of adults.. Several follow~up studie "of the program’are

. , in progress. The Nationzl Institute for Educatron (YIE) study snould he coapleted
¢ late in 1977. O

'\"I T * . ’{-:. ’..' '
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CALIFORNIA - Fall 1977, State Department of Education Activity (continued):

"For more information contact:.
" pale Carlson
Callfornla pepnxt-ent of Educat1on
(916) 322-2200

The. Callformia Department of Educatlon*s Offlce of Program Fvaluation and Research

has compieted and -continues to work on a varlety of assistance tools for school dias
tricts implementing the “Hart Law™ "(AB 3408) and the new A3 65. In November of 1977
the department field tested 1,400 test items for grades ?-9 § 11, School and Survival

Shills. In the Spring of 1978, 600-900 test Items for grades 5-7 will be field .
tested. ) oo

In October of 1977 ail school districts received copies of A Technical Assistance
Guide for Proficiency Assessment Copies of this guide may be purchased by writing

‘ Ctor
— T Dlek Stiles -
o * Office of Program Evaluation .
' and Research . - 4

21 Capitol Mall o
Sacramento Caleorn1a 95844
(916) 415-0797

s & ¥ % » & =« * ¥ ¥ o &

COLORiDO' . 1975Y Legislation (Enactedl: (Reported in UPDATE VI, GKLJTT
‘ N\

S8 180 of 1975 {C.R.S. 22-32-10945). The Act st1pulates.that if a local board of
‘education- inposes any specxal préticiencyjtest for graduation from the 12th grade
beyond the regular requirements for satiSfactory completign of the courses’ and hours
. . ™ prescribed for graduation, the results df such tests shall be used by school dis-

. tricts to design regular or special classes to meet the needs of all children as

. indicated by overall test results. 'If 3 school board decides to impose such pro-

N ficiency tests, such tests shall be given at least twice during each school year

o . with Initial testiag to > take Place in the ninth grade. Any child who does not  _ .
' ' satisfactorily fulfill The requirements of special proficiency tests imposed under

. the provisions of the act “ghall be provided with remedial or tutorial services
. during the school day in the subjectparea in which the test indicates deficiencies

for graduation gurposes. ‘Such ¢hild shall be provided with these services from )
the time of the initial tesdngmtil such time as the results of the special pro- .
ficiency test ave satisfacto;z Parents of children not satisfactorily fulfilling ‘.
ﬂ . the requirempnts of a special proficlency test shall be provided with all sgecxal
prafiiégucy test scores for. :he:t ld a minimum of once each semester."

* Fall 1977 Legislative Interxm Actlon . | . T

The iaterim conmittee on government expend;tures has been studying secondary schools
- .. and. the possibility of deflning “baslc- education” and the need: to have the school
finance formula tied to the- teaching of basic skills. The 1978 session of the Legis-
lators is to consider only budget "Govesrmor's Call" items. Bills not included in
these two categories will have to wait for the next regular session in 1879.

.

13- Education Commssion of the S.fafﬂ .
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COLORADO - Fall 1977, Leglslative Interim-Actlon gcontloued):

For more information contact:

Mr. Joe Douglass

Colorado Department of Education

State Office Building

Denver, Colorado 80203 ’ ‘
(303) 892-3081 ' '

- 1977, Local Dlstrict:

Dunver Public Schools In 1959 the Denver Public Schoo. developed the Proficiency
and Review tests (PGR). a minimum competency test for high school graduation. Since
‘1962 they have tested more than 30.000 students.  Theé test contains subsections on
prathematics, spelling, language and reading. Remedial classes are provided for those
who do not pass the test. -‘ )

At present, the PLiR tests are administered in December and April of each year, in
grades 9-12. High school pupils are programmed into established instructional pro-
grams. in the basic skllls areas to assist them in overcoming deficlencies. The P&R
test, ‘a secure 1nstrument, has been revised once and is being CQnsxdered for a second
revision.

The Denver ‘schools have a test under development for grades 3 & 6 for the identifi-
cation of students needing remedial instruction.

For more information contact:

o ,Bary. Beal SRR L , N
: ‘///,‘Superv1sor, DeVe‘opment and Evaluatxon :
Denver Public Schools - . -

y . 900 Grant Street
Penver, Colorado 80203
£303)- 837~ mno

Englewood Public Schools ';12 board of education has mandated that a functional
' competency test will be used as a requirement for high school graduation beginning
. with the class of 1980. .

“ L -

Englewood High School 1s currently piloting a one- semester course velated to adult
competencies. . :

e’

For more information contact:

. Bill "Heitzsmith .,
ed - ' ‘ Englewcod High Schoal
e T 3800 South Logan iy

. Englewood, Colorado 80110
(}03) 781-2331 or 761-7050

s o0 &« ¢ a0 & 4 & o &
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CONNECTICUT - 1970, Legsslation (Enacted): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 0/1/77

Sub W, 53850 This proposal would hav~ required students to take a proticicncey exan
prior to graduation from high school, Those students passing the examination would
receive special hotice to that etfect on their high school diplama. The bill made
no provisions for early -exit but sought simply to establish uniform state standards
of performance that would serve as minimum targets for secondary school education
and improve the validity of the diploma issued to those successfully tested.

{(Note: This law was not implemented because Sec. 4 making implementation contin-
sent upon tinding at least $50,000 in federal or private funds was not met.)

- 19%e, _Législatson (Failed):’ (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

HB 5836 This mca?ure xbuld have allowed high school graduates and nongraduates to
reccive a state ‘eeytifauare of achievément. It provided for exemption.trom the
compplsory attendsd\e .age of 16, directed the s:ate department of education to es-
tahlisn szandards »f Lompeiency in basic 8kills and a means of testing such compe-s
tency, and would hatd alloacd both high school graduates and nongraduates to obtain
a state certificate ot achlﬂvement upon.passing a state-administered proficiency
examination. The bill-alsp prohectedﬁfha.b351c educational entitlement -- a flat
srant. based on Average Daxlv'ﬂumpers {ADMY. ~= to the extent that the amount of such
state aid would not reflecgrehe 10ss of up %o one percent of the enrcliment that
might leave seiool after pzs% PR the\B§nm1n&$1on.

‘1B 553‘ Cencerning ear&\ ' 1t from hlgn Sgﬁbol, the bill was 51m11ar in most pro-
visions to [iB 5836 bay would have allowed: i&dents who passed the state-administered
proficiency examinatuy -&c'gomplete high sdbmﬂlbulh an.cqu1valent diploma prior

to the end of theirn senlativear "The biil wdnld have provided for exit from high
school in ecither t\a 10th, Llth or 12th- srade} depending on the length of time re- -
quired to master mih:ioum competencxes sufficieqt to\ pass the examination.

- XQ*?L_Legisfztive Interim Activi:y:

i 8 31d local district testlng at grades 2, 6 § 10. High stShool graduation is
not currently included in the pian. It 1s anticipated that leaislation will be
Lntroduced in .he 1878 session.

For gore information contact:
Ms. Gail Orcutt
State Reprasentative
State (Capitol
. Hartford, Connecticut C6113

- 13T, State Department of Education: (Reportedfin UPDATEN'T, 6/1/77

certitficaze. Flnal ‘recommendat§ons of this committee to the state board iacl
a proposal ro ule the Genéral Educational Development (GED) test for anyone-.ag
or older wlshlng to receive a high School. leloma other than cthrough the reg la

. R
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1977, State Dopartment of Education {(continued): -

CONNECTICUT * -

high school graduﬁiion prnccss. The committee also recommends that a secure A£orm
of the Adult Performance Level (APL) Survey also be given with the GED test.

. The state board of education will conqldcr -this proposal at its-June and July monthly
meettngs. - .

-

.- - Fall 1977, State Board of Education: ,
\ B .

On November 2-1977, the state board of eddcation passed a resolution askxng,the .
state department"af cducation to seek permission from the American Council on
Education to admlnlstgr the General Educational Developmcnt {GED) test

- to students ages 16 or-qlder. The department of education expects to have.a program
in place for recent and potential dropouts by Septcmber of 1978. 'Rules and regula-
tions along with training pragrams for guidance counsclors are under development.
The Adult Performance Level (APL) Survey will als? be a part of the program. -

N~ .
, For more information cdntact: -“‘“-1~h_~
: : N '

“

“John Ryan \\\ ' <
‘ - Connecticut Department of “Education
state Office Building ‘\
P.0. Box 2219 .
Hartford, Connecticut 061!5 ~
. {203) 566-4382 . ~.

« & & & & & & & ® '8 & &« \\

'ﬁEL;\h‘ARE' <. 19%- ?:, State Dcpartment of Educatlon. [chortcd in UKATE VI 6/1/:7)

In. December of 1976, -the state hoard of cducatlon approved a rcsolutlon ling for
the sfate departaent Of edquklon to develop 4 list of Level Il competencies.lo be
used as an additionals requirement for high school graduation. The first draft*n(
these performance 1nd§cators along with suggested implementation procedures was

sent to local school districts in the spring of '1977. Local districts retumed- ~ -
their comments and suggeétions to the state departmcnt of education by June i, 1977, e
with the state departient, of education revised plan due back before the state board .

in July. Local district reaction varied from postponing the deadline (hrogram in
place for the fall of 1981) for one year to developing a program assessing level I
competencies {reading, writing and mathematics) rather thap Level II competencles
(the appllcatlon of Levej 1 competencies).

. - -

A commercial testing agency has been awarded a contract to develop a baseline tést-
ing instrument to be given in the spring of 1978 to llth graders.
* 1
To date, the stameaxde tcsting program, administered to grades 1, 4 and 8 has not - - °
»  been assoclated Hlth the competency high school graduation requirement. _ . )

<= = &all 19?7, State Board of Education:

On September 15, 197%, the state board of education approved a new schedule for the -
performance-based ;roject, In tnis. version,ﬁdistricts will revieu\their promotion .

: oo\
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SELANARE % Fall 1977, State Board of Education {continucd):

pollslc for ¢lementary pup115 by May 19:8. to -make sure students pass to a higher
grade only after they show competence in basic skills. Distriets will review secon-
dary promotzon policies by May 1979, After these reviews, the state board will set
performance layels in reading, writing, and arithmetic by July 1979, and the high
school class 1981 will be obliged to reach those levels to earn a diploma.

n’ the fdew policy the board also urges that reading be taught in all grades; obliges -
: tech schools to spell out competencies in vocational courses by June 1978; and
calls for a statewide test of grade ll by- June 1978, The test will be modeled on
the adul:-pezfarmance level test given previously, Dr, Broyles said, and will show .
how well students can apply their basic skills, Dr, Brdyles said a committee wild
suggest criteria for local promotion policies, but districts are free to set their

own levels,  The promotion policies take effect in the school year that follows these
completion dates. . ’

, <
For morce informatdgn contact: ..
Dee Lafferty . .
Executive Director

Delaware School Boards Assocxatxon . . - ) ‘
. 308 Sauth State Street ' '
. Doveér, Delaware 19901 .
o (302) 6‘3 2265

- FaLl 19:£L_Gavernor s Comm15310n'

. ' - = =
In September~of 19:p Goveérnor Sherman N, Tribbltt appo1ntcd a commission on the "
future’ ot educationt. The 28-member commission, chaired by kenneth M. Smith, the
governor’s special assistant. for education, is studylng five areas of education:

1. Declining enrollments. -

2. The progress of competency-based cducat1on
~ . 3, Job skills

'4. Those not scrved by education

:. School d1SC1p11nc

. The :1nai report of the commission will bc xssucd in Deccmber of 1977.

For more information contact:

. , Fred Stern o !
4 - ‘Governor?’s Office - .
i,  Legislative Hall : - . '
, Dover, Delaware 19901 L ) ‘ .
Ve 4502) 678-4101 : ) ST - -
\\\- . . v ¥ A}t - t},/:v:\‘t - - --“" ' ) .
. B ) ‘_ .". . ‘ . “ . Hq - .
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA - = £all 1977, Schoo!l Distrlet: .

Since 1972 the public schools have been adminxster1ng a8 eriterion refc:pnced test.
in Tcading and mathematics in grades 1-9, The California test bureau developed in-
‘strudegt is given on a pre« and post-test schedule in order to assist in the organi:ation

S - : 1.55-. d

-
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DISTRlCT OF COLVMBIA - Fall 1977, School Dtstrlct (continucd)

and, plunnxng for 1nstruction. Work is now undorﬂay to corrclate this test to a foym-
reférenced test to be,administered i grades 3, 6 and 9. The’ primary thrust of this
effort is to dovel:g?g compétency - hnsod-curriculum. It is anticipated that 12th .
grade exit competeniies uill be a{f:fssed after the competency-based curriculum is
in place. -

william Spady, on leave from the National Igstitute for Education (NIE), 13‘spending-
the school year assisting the district in the development of this program.

For more 1nfofmattbn contact:

" pr. James Guines ‘;&" . .
~ “Assoc. Supernntendent of - Currxculum

and [nstruction Services ™ ' . N
(:02) 724 4175 «

NN ' . . ’ - .
L t'ot.otoatoto
. w*‘!
. y +

- . -~

Fhoalna -, 1975, Legislation® (Enacted): (ﬁeported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

CSSB 340 of 1975 (F.S. 229.8l14) Provisionally, lowers the - age of compulsory school -~ .
attenance from 16 to 14 years. The Act provides ‘that any studeut who is at least . .
16 years old may be permxtted to take a high school equivalency diploma examination;

" - and that students.who are at least 14 and have the approvalof a parent or guardian
also.may be permitted to take thé examination. Any student who attains satisfactory °
performance on the examination shall.be awarded a high school equivalency diploma
and shall be exempred from the compulsory school atténdance “requiréments,  NOTE:
This law was amended in 1976 by Section IX of CSS8 107. (see below). This amendment .
removed age requirements and put the emphasis on reform of the total secondary school C
system cnd how students interface with their postsecondary educatxon programs. ‘
Equxvalency exaninations are stxll 1nc1uded in the law.

- 1976. chiSlatxon (Enocted) (Reported in UPDATE I, 6/1/77) R -

CSEB 107 -of 1976 (Ch 76.226) This is.an extensive law: modxfytng many sections of *
existing code. Accountability, comprehensxve Planning . by state departments of
ducation 'and local districts., equivalency, examinations, subject area examinations,
and grade-to-gradé promotion are-all affected. The sectxons uhxch specifxcally )

- apply to-m;nimal competency testing are: - : .-

*

Section 1. Sehﬁ forth a gbort tttle. “The Eddvqtional Accountability Act of 1976,".
-and legislative intent, which includes a requirément that the state system of public
education give students at least the minimuh skills heccssary to function and sur-. N
vive in today's society o . . ¢
Section 6. Subsqannauy teuords the statute authon:mg the statewide’ testmg pro-
gram to clarify legislative intent. The program will test students' basic skills
in grades 3, S, 8 and 11 .and the data will be used to improve the state system of
education by identifying needs and assessing how well districts amd schools are
meeting mifimum standards -~ how well education programs are equipping students uxth
Fﬂ»wﬂ""”“thdsé"ﬁiﬁtﬁum skitts’nece:rary 19. functxg; and survive in today's socxety

......

, Q - ) * - . _14_ 18 o -, ’ ";.,";-._’._.’ - ) - . . LI
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" FLORIDA - 1976, Logislation (Enacted) (continued):

The commissioner of educdtion is required to monitor the results of the statewide

testing and provide technical assistance to those districts where deflclencies are s .
identified. , _ i *& S

Section 9. Amends F.S. 129.814, to provide fdr subJect area examinations in addi--

, tion to the high school equivalency examination which shall be made available to

ot eligible students.- Thé bill further anfndy. this.Section to require school districts
' and comimunity colleges to plan cooperatively to provide advanced instruction to . . .
students who demonstrate reddiness for such activities. , . oo oo

‘sjftion l3. M::dé) 5. 23002311, (The -Basic Skills Act} to provide that basic‘b
t -

jl1s must be d to performancé and ability to. survxve in today's socxeey e _
- "functipnal literacy."” -, .
Section 15. chuxred programs 33 pupil progression based upon perfbrmance bw
July 1, 1977 (designed to eliminate social promotion).
Such programs nust be based upon local goals and objectivés. More emphasis wusgy -
be placed on performance in basic-skills (on statewide tests) before ‘students may
progress from grades 3, S, 8 and Il. Other factors for progression must be set .by
school board rule, T : . - N
e By the 1978-79 school year, there must be established district standards for high
e school graduation that are to include: (1) mastery of basic }klils and satgisfac-
tory performance in functional literacy as designated by the’ state; and (2) comple-’
tion of the minimum number of credits required by the district school.board.. Each
oo . district is. required to provide remediation for students unable to meet such stan- -
— .. . .dsrds, and to.provide for.the nwarding.of differentiated diplomas. toXorrespond .. ..
‘ with the varyxng achaevement levels and competemcies of graduates. T

s .

l9”6, Leglslatlon (Faxled) (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

HB 2455 (dxed in commxtteej Nould have repealed CSSB 340 of 1975, SR

HB 2659 A¢ one time in the l978 %esslqn the bill was similar to an early version
of. SB 107 which' passed as CSSB 107 (Ch. Y6- 22;) See Legislation. Enacted -

HB 28;7 Funct ak l;tpracy examft;th grade. Requires llth grade studepts ‘to pass
' | functional literacy examination in reading, writing.and mathematics prier to high
" school gradvation, with gppropriate exams at the Sth grade and, fof‘pzamotlon to -’

: the next-grade at the 3rd and 8th grades, begianing in September 1977. . -
e T (Simxlar to.HR 2659). . oo

- l9;:, Leg_;latxon_j_plled) . -

.-
F

"HB *Oa Would permit: school districts to conduct d15mzssal hearrngs for instructional
pexsonnei for failure to teach studeiits to reach state minxmum performance standards.
- / -
SB " Same as HB 203, : s , : C o5

* CsgB 338‘(similar to CSHB 1076 and 1095) Delays by ‘two years; until llBO-Ql'school

T - il v r )
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L FLOREDA | ‘1977, Leﬁslation (Failed) (continuod) ' .
prbon yeai.-requirement "that district school boards establi}h graduation standarus with
oL ‘diffprent kinds .of diplomas, n . & .
.- T i . - . ) o .
i . v .z Fall 1977 ‘State Dapartment of Education.
j L laplementation of CSSB 107 qu£976 by the state de artment of eQlucation has taken
, a variety of directions. A quick sumnary looks like this: o . .

R ;o ‘ . _
Early Exit from High School This prog.am using’ the General Educational Development
- + - (GED) tests went into use for school districts during the fall of 1977. The Florida’
B Department of Education is usidg the GED tesk battery under a special arrangement
with the American Council on Education. Since Sehtember 1977, 25 students have
attempted the testt Informntion on - number passing is not yet available.
. : Subject Area ExaminatiOns The departwent of e&ucation has assemb!ed a list of
o “approved” norm referenced tests which districts may use or they have the option
+ of .using and developing. their own subject area examinations. This program will
) - be operable by January of 1978. - . ' ‘

[
.

Pupil -Progression The statewide basic-skills test ndministered at grades 3, S,
- 8 and 11 will serve as’a screening device controlling passage to the next grade
.+ . level. Each schopl district must develop its ow} pupil progression plan and file
. it with the department of education.’ This plan t show how they deal with the
% standards set by the state (yemediation, etc,) and ‘what steps the diqtrict u111 .
. e take for ‘the’ grades fot covered in’ the state ossessment .

i High Schodl Graduation The first Eunctioaai literacy test was administered to ilth
e gpraders-in-Ovtober—of 1977, | Districtrigvel: resulty WiTL be reledsed at " the "end” of
' ' November 1977 and state level results in December of [977, .

b + .
L[]

. " For more inﬂormation'contact:' ..

N

_ Kﬂlume : . < o . o C
. . Director of Test’ Deveiopment LT : : :
— - State Department of Education - X RN : _
. E Knott Building - . ' i
’ : Tallahassee, Florida 32;03 o
(904) 488-8198 : T ’ .

- 1977,.local Districts: ' o - . o
" puvall County,“&acktonvi{le High school seniors for graduating -class of 1977.took _
a one-hour. test of functional literacy. In the fall of 1977 the district dropped
the local testing program and will use only the statewide fhnctionai literacy test.

L ' . - For more infotmation contact: " - | ’1 v T .

“Howard Hinesett : L R F4 :
- =Supervisor of Program ahd =~ ' ' : :
: : «Pupil Evaluation '
_ ¥(904) 633-S758 2_.0

L]
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Ft.oawn - Local biserict:. . o -,

. west Palm Bcagh The school board took action May 1976 requiring all high sghool,
.+ juniors to takq the APL~ligh scheol level test. Beginning with the class of 1978 |
. all students must pass this test as a requirement for ohtaining a diploma. The

district will continue to use the APL test ln addition to thc state mandated func-
“ ’tional literacy test. : o »

1

: For more informatlon contact:

" Jerty Willians

Director of P.ogram Evaluation
(305) 683-0050 2
. ‘_. * & & @ ; * w0 ) . ‘ . ) '

- 1

. ?/v\ﬁjacm - 1977, State Department of Edugation: (Reported in UPDATE V1, 6/1/77)

Student Assessmnnt As part of a lang-range aaan to fun focal-séhool discrlcts“
through a_program of comprehensive plaaniag; ‘the departpbnt of education -is wofk-

ing with a number of new programs, one of which involves student assessment/ Tests
' in reading, mnth;};ocial studigs’ and science for grades ¢ and 8 have been ninis-
tered for two Years. The tests for grade 10 are nearing completion.and thk 12th

, grade exit test will be- comp leted during the. 1977-78" school year. In 1976 the state -
. & board of education called for a study to determine if the 4th grade reading jtest
' could be used for creating a standard for promotion to fifth grade. This sfudy,
e being conducted by the Educational Téscxng Service, will most probnbly be reported
D -t the state board of :SgsgstPn.durxng the summer of 1977. * .

LAY S % m m o mesmesas b thimme it eyt oy RS

o ' __gh School Graduation 'In November be 19;6. the.'state board of educatxon adopted

. " < a resolution calling for.a study- to investigate the possxhility of chdnging-high
school graduation requirements s0 as to include minimal proficiency standards for
the- life role skills, -including specxfic recommendations for the student. as the

) . learner, the 'indivldual, the gitizen, the consumer and the producer. -The recommer-
- "a_ dations are modeled after the Oregon h1gh school gra&uat1on requ;rements.

Sy - &f er a serle’s of plann#ng_and invitational conferences. nine qqhool districts have
. - been selected by.the state departmzent of education to work on pilot aspects of re-
E " strugturing the-high school graduation requirements. The 1977 General Assembly

: + appropriated’ SZ:O 000 "to %issist with this: process. Y o

- . = ,?all 1977, State Dapartment of Education. ..

4 -

. Nine school’ distrzcts ‘are partxcipatxng as pilot suhools in the scud) for rescruc-

“turing ‘high school graduation requirements.‘ Included in the pilot effort is work

.~ .- on minimm exitﬂtest itemsgxznterest area competengies whith may correspond to
e priomasubtept area Tequirements and cover .the raunge of competengies from minimum
R S up. Also included in the pilot effort is developmental work on standards; compe-
e “h; tencies, indicaters.and ioplementation plans. Information gathered in“this pilot

SR \¢ffort wlll be used by the state board of education for policy decisions on minimal
A mpetensy standa;&s and other changes relgted to curriculum and guidance. programs. .

-
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GEORGIA - Fan,m? State Depnrtment of Education \continuad_'}-. ~ i
L : & ‘

For more :I.nfomat:lon cohtact:

A ’ Ms. Debra Sharpe )
N . + .Director of Coapetency-BaSed Educatmn '
SN ‘Georgiu Deparggent of Education o
, - “Atlanta, Georgia 30334
L : (404) %56-2598
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HAWAIL - Fall 1977, Stnte Department of Education: B s

SN _gh School Gr‘aduation A graduation requirenents task force is cmently studying S
i the ne¢d to change the requirements for graduation to include attainment of minimum - . " -
competencias in eight foundation program areas, Final determination of -the set of
T minimus competencies is to include public input through a survey questiemnaire.
o A minimum competency test(s) is being contracted for development with a pilat test
o date-of March 1978 so that board of education action can be recamanded in &".mer
1978 to nffect 1ncomm<; ninth graders in Fall 1978. \ oo

o

PR For more 1nfomation contact

' Hild:red S. Higashi ‘ '

I Administrator, Sciences and Huma}\} . N
. Hawaii Department of Education ’ - .
1 S P.O. Box 2360 . -\ o - Co I o
. T : .Honolulu, Hauai:l 96804 : ' '

- 1977 Legislation (Faned)

House Resolution 243 . Called for the state department of education to conduct an
in-house study on the feasibility of a statewide test for high school graduation,

;
LK B R B L A .”'—-'

A . - -

. . K™Y '
IDAHO - 1976, I.agislation (fg ed) (Roported | 1n\UPDA‘i‘E vi, 6/1/7?)
i .
SB 1390 This bill would have directad the state superintendent offrwﬁiic 1nstruc- oo

tion to develop a testing program covering the buic skill areas. "l'hc“ test results
were’ to. be reported to the ‘Jegislature, .

3 1977 State Board of Educatiorr (nep'oned 4in UPDATE V1, &/}/77) . - U™

In February 1977. the Idaho -state- bqand of educa\on‘ qpte&-;(eu graduation re--

.quirements and a district-option proficiency program that aeasires competency in -
" reading, writing, arithmetic. and spell prior to high-gchool graduation, Parti-
,-cipating districts 'will be .required to give: the test begindtug:in the ninth grade o
and to.provide remedial work £6r the students not. passing 'the standards., ‘Students !
= will graduste.with a diploda bearing tne state board of education seal. -Students

who are not in pu'ti;cipnting districts ﬁuin receive cert‘\lficates of attendance or -
a plain’ éi.pim ‘ _

KCMCMMMo!msum 3 | .c-la- 2‘;
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IpAHO -# Fall 1977, State Department -of Educatlon: -

The state department of education ls developtxz_a list of statewide objectives that
will be taken out to the state for public¢ opinion tests. Follouing this activlty
g specifications will be written for selectlng a commerciat te'st or writing a test
S at the state level. Fleld testlng of 9th grade ltems will begin in the Spring of-

o 1978. The test will be’available for use in the 9th grade tn the 1978-79 s:ggg;,/
e year. The state board of education plan calls for the graduatlng class of
to be the flrst class-to receive high school diplomas with the state Seal.
i i For more information contact: = . . ‘ g

) ) . . ’ .

£ /A. D. Luke : . - i
V! Assoc. State Superintendent : : ' « o,
- for Instruction :

) ’ . Idaho State Department df
» - Educattion L e : .
. Boise, Idaho 83720 " - . - .
L (208) 383-2165 : . -
\ . ,
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LLLINOIS - 1976, Legislation (Failed): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

-

SB 135 Would require the state board of education to develop basic reading and
ur1t1ng proficiency tests and prescribe standards for peﬂfons seeking a high schoo1 :
diplomawg- o e e e T U U SR

' *

SB 1575 Would requlre the board of hxgher ‘educdtion to establish admd351on stan-
dards and require students to demonstrate-their reading and writing proficxency
prxor To énrollxng in a public college, university or communxty collage.

I 1977, Lgpslatxon (Failed): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 611/7;)

HB 1364 Requxres shﬁ successful passage of reading, writing and mathemat1cs pro-

ficiency tests. as a condit1on for high school graduation. (Places on interim Study

calendar.} S , _ . : .-
. : 0 ,

" HB 486, -HB 1745 and SB 238 All contained provisions for a competency testing pro-
gram as a prerequisite for hish school graduatlon. All bills are presdhed dead
in gommittee.y [t is anticipated that the sponsor of SB 238 will prepare a resolu-
tion calling for the Illinois Department of Public Instruction to make a -study of
the testing currently being’ conducted by illinoxs school districts. K

{ Fall 1977L_Lntexlm Le gislat1ve Activity: . L \\\
. e

4

The Senate’ i3 COndactxng an interim snudy on minimal competenC\ testing.

. . -. ' Fall 1977, Local District: ' ° = - ‘
Chicago The noard of education has adopted a program creating a.nxnlmum competency
teSting progran to begin with the class of 1979, .

E N *
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ILLINOIS - Fall 1977, Local District (continued):

ﬁﬁoria The superinteJdent of schools has inliigted a competency-based education
gram which calls for restructuring of all subject area curriculum guides so as

to state minimus dourse objectives and tighten graduation requirements. School

" personnel, Mith commmity feedback, are now working on criterion referenced test

items in language arts, reading and mathematics. A minimum testing program will

be in effect for the class of 1980, , \\
\ For more lnformation contact: \\
"Chestor W, Dugger .
‘Director of Secondary Educatxon . ' . S
" .3202 N. Wisconsln Avenue : Lo e

Peoria, Illinois 61603
(309) 672-6791

INDIANA- - 1977, Legislative Action: - L/

o

- . e Senate education comaittee conducted an 1nterim ﬁcudy of the educational testing
- of school students and competéncy requirements rfor secondary school students,” The °
- committee did not recommend that legislation be written, C

. T . - »
- Fall 1977, State Department of Education: qlii

-

E .- 'At-a meeting of the Sénate education interim committee in November, the State depart-
ment of education releasgd a tentative proposal calling for minldal competency test-
ing 'in grades 3, 6, 8 10 in reading, science and mathematics. _

-

P J'For aore information q?ntact; _ A

Harold H. Negley
Superintendént of Public Instruction N
\ (317) 633-661D ‘ o

’ A .= Fall 1977, Local District: !- .
.. 3 . .s R . B
;' ' Gary Commmity School Corporation, Gary, Indiana The board of education in Septem-
ber 1974 approved g program requiring students to pass a competency test in reading,
writing and apithmetic prior to graduation from high school. In the Fall of 1977
_ a2 test of oral cosmunication was also added. Locally developed criteérjon-referented
- tests were developed in raading and mathematics. ' Out of 2322 seniors due to gradu-
i,//:f_’q\‘ﬂm;pfin 1977, ‘the first graduatian class-affected, nine were denied their diploma
because they had not passed one or both of these tests, In the Fall'of 1976 every
ninth, tenth and eleventh grader wrote a composition~so that the schools could de-
teraine who needed remedial assistance. The writing proficiency requi is due
s to be. effective beginning with the class of 1978. The oral communicatign require-
§ . .° . .ment, which is being field tested in thé Fa#l of 1978, will-not become ftréctive
R until tho class of 1980 graduates

The Gary school dbstrxct is beginnxng to gather*evzaence'bn the effect1 eness of

AT 20 24 -
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PR INDIANA - Fnll 1977, Local Districe (;ongipéu) h .
o
this prozram on students en:oring the
. gradum:ion.

For more information contacy:

# i ' ) . .
- Don J. Henderson- ) ) , kT
7 - Adainlstrative Assistant, - : -
Secondary Education .
. Gary Community School Corporation . . . .
‘ 625 East Tenth Place " R .-
_ " Gary, Indiana 46403 ' '
- (219) 886-6300

- ‘ '
IOwWA. - 1977, L_gislal:ion {Failed): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/177?) -t

SF 252" Would Tequire all students to pass tests in Teading, writing and mathena-
o tics In order to graduate, . (Passed out of.Senate education comittee. placed on
° Senate calendar.) . )

1 f ‘
o " House File 590 Thi.s omibus bill c¢optains sections on foroi.gn ;language* requiné[ment
" approval standards, district reorgani fation, gifted and talénted pilot programs and,
a section on profigiency standards for high school graduation. (Passed out of the =~ .
House education camittee to the 'Houss calendar and then to the "Sifting Cohmittee, ")

- Fall 1977, Legjsla:ive Activity oL
. The joint interim study committee on school finance studied tvhe issue of minimf .
" competéncy testing but made no formal recomndation back to their resgectx\re aduca-
. tion committees, . .

"' SF 252 (see’ aho\re) is tec!mically still alive and on the calendar of tha Sena:e -
it cruld see action when the new legislative session” pegms. . -

L]

For more infomtir.m contace: ‘ .

. - . lowa Association of School Boards . - o .
' 707 Savings and loan Building . - . B
Des Moites, Iowa 50309 - :

(515) 288-19%3~ - ] R

e R R EEEEEE:

. ‘xaxSas ' 1976;_&!&1§Iation (Failed): (Reported in UPDATE vi, 6/1{?‘)

i Fr

b SB 406 The measure \umld have required high school students to take a general
' eq:a_ni..ation as a requirement for graduation, .

y
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. KXNSAS - 1577, Legislation (Eg}led); (Reported_in UPHATE V1, 6/1/77)
HB 2139 Would require local boards of education to adOpt standards and prescribe
. an examination for proficlency in basic educational skills including, but not limited
. to, "reading comprehension, wrlting and computation." After June 30, 193l, the state

. board of asducation wlll certify that high school graduates have met the state basic
edvcational skills" standards. Students not meeting the standards uill be certxfied
- . as having completed attendanceiln a four—year course of study. -

. . Prior to July, 1. 1978, the state board of education fn GUOperation with the state
\ \\“xa board of regentywBha)ll determine and establish “standards -of preficiency in academic |
< skills" (also a standardized examination) for students preparing for admission to
_ state colleges and universitles. (Nate: House education committes conducted a one-

day hearing on the bill but did not report it out of cOmmittee 3 o

. )] g
N4 SB 268 The srate board of-education would be required przo: t% July of 1978 to :
o s adopt standards of proficiency in the Basic skills (reading. comprehension, writing

0 and “computation) for graduation fiom. high.school. The state will prescrile the.
= standardized examination and set the stxndards of proficiency,” local boards will ad-
' minister the test and certify to the state those students who have passed the test.
The profxclency examination will be admznistered twice each year Hzth all students
o . - allowed to take the téd\: each time 1t is admxnxstered " (Note: Bili died-in com- .
mittee,) , _ r/, '
- - Fall 1977, Staté Board ol Education:
~——- . - A task force appointed by the state boarl of e tion gave its final report andg.
recommendations on ninimal competency to state board in November. The tusk
force recommended: . .
1. That the state board adopt stfte standards of m;nimal competenry through legxs-..
lation with appropriate state fundijpg. ‘ ‘
2, 3kill areas identified:- reading, spellxng and mathematics. .
5. That the 'state board set competency standards, a uniform statewide criterion-
referenced test and administer the rest at. each grade level X-8 yearly. Students
in grades 9-12 would be tested only if they ¥ailed the test prev-ously .
. 4, local school boards would: change policies and procedures ir. order to alter
* the learning program for remediation. It was recommended that the state .pick up
the cost of remediation, *
’ S. The task force also recommended that failure of the test be recorded on the
.. $tudent transcript but that the high school diploma be ‘awarded.
s . 6.. A program of inservice trazning was recomnnnded to assist teachers in pre-
paring for the program: - B .-
Tae ‘board of education will take final action at a later date. .
T * For more information contact: . . )
erle Bolton , ’ S y

P . . Commissioner of Eduention . ‘ Ty :

' " Kansas Department of Education ' : o .

. - .Topeka, Kansas 66612 . - .

TN TL. {913) 296-3321 - o . '
* * [ . -8 ’ . o -
—— ’ . oooowttqltto?_ * /
a ‘ éi!(% g |
' "}K‘ ! _ ‘. “ »

e . sh¥® P . UL _. - L e



+ AENTUCAY - 1uc7, State Department of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/&?)

In December of 1976 the state board of education instructed the state department
of education to make & study -of competency-based education and minimal> competency
testing for high school graduation and grade promotion. \ &

A four-vear plan of action was.submitted to the state board of cducatlon and approved
1n the Spring of 1977. The plan calls for the development of criteriBh-referenced
tests 1n reading, writing and arithmetic for grades 3, 5, 8 and 11. A series of
statewide task force groups are now being appointed. <

- Fall 19.;, Execlitive Branch:

In the Spring of 1977 Governor Julian Carroll appointed a governor's task force

on education. Three hundred sixty people 1nc1ud1ng a steering committee of 40 .
reported their. recommencdations back to the gdvernor in October of 1977, This task
torce recommended that a mimimal competencv tes.ing program for high school gradua-
zron be enacted into law, :

- Fall 1977, Ldgislative Activity: ;> (T“

The 1nterim copmittee on education is studying the recommendations made by the
governor's tash foree and mav write legislation for the 1978 session.

- Fall 1977, State Department of Education:

Tne state department of education's four task force groups continue to-wDTK on Tec-
ommendations for a criterion-referenced finimal competency test in writing, reading,
and arithmetic, §i :ty-four people have been working on this task force. =X final
report will be submitted to the board of education in February or March. .of 1978.

1

For more tnformdtion contact:’ . I

Br. Donald Van Fleet d
State Department of Public Instruction
17th Floor Capitol Tower .
Frankfort, Kentucky 30601
! {502) 564-4394
e

& W W * & xR

LOUISIANA - 1976, Ldgislation (Enacted}: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

H8 810, Act 709 An accountability and assessment law contains a section rcqu;rzng‘
the establishment of reasonable minimum levels of pupil proficiency—in the basic

communication and computational skill areas and the administration of @niform sys-
tem ‘of criterion-referenced tests. High school graduation and grade promotion are
not sentioned. . - ' .

-

- 1977 State Departaent of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

After Act 709 was passed in 1976, the state department of education appointed a
1530-person committee o study implementation procedures. This committee made

Pl

Education Commission of the States




LOUISIANA - 1977, State Department of Education Loontinued}:

recommendations to the joint legislative committee on cducatlon whxch resulted in
the drafting of HB 275,

- 1977, ngxslation_jgoncted):

. a )
HB 275, Act 621 ‘An educational accountability act includes a section on pupil
proficiency: ] : . ) ‘ - .

A. The superintendent of education shall, by January 1, 1978, establish reason-
able minimm levels of pupil proficiency &in the basic commumication and computational
skills which shdll be integrated jnto instructional programs, The superintendent
of education shall, by January 1, 1979, develop and administer a uniform system of
assessment based in part on criterion referenced tests to determine pupil status,
pupil progress, and the degree to which such. mlnlmum proficiency standards have been
met.. The grade levels involved in such assessmeht shall be chosen by the superin-
tendent, The local school governing bodies shalq\gooperate with the superintendent
and the state department of education in the admlnlstrafibn of this sectxon. ‘\

\.\
- B. The school board of each district shall for the 1978-1979 school yedr and '

_ annually thereafter prepare a report ‘of the aforementioned assessment results whxch

" shall include pupil assessment by grade and subject area for each school in the .
district, including those grade levels as established by the superintendent; and
the doard shall file such report with the superintendent of education.

[} B
4

. The state superintendent of education shall make an annual report of the afore-
- De t:oned assessment results. Such report shall include, but not limited to, a
repprt of the assessment results by grade and 'subject area for each schoo! district
of the state. The superintendent, by January 1, 1980, shall-also incfude in such
report an analysis and recommendations concerning the costs and differential effec-
tiveness of 1nstructxonal programs.

D. In addition, the state department of education sball prepare and submit an .~
annual report to each school district in the state, and to the education committees

_of both houses of the legislature, containing an analysis, on a district-by-district’

_ basis, of the results and test scores of the testing pProgram in the baslc-skills
courses. The report shall include, but shall not be limited to, an analysis of the !
foilowing operational factors having a substantive relationship to or bearing on
such results:

(1) Average class size 1n grades one to three, inclusive; < e

(2) Pupil-teacher ratio in _grades one to eight, inclusive;

(3) Average transitory faclors as derived from dividing the average daily attendance
of the district or selected schools by the total annual enrollment of the .
district;

(4) Compensatory education needs in.each parish and city school system.

(3) FactorS/affectlng the assessment results; -

(6) Curriculum, textbooks. and/or other teaching material as related
to the grade or subject areas tested. - ,

w— -
]

E. All test scores of individual students. average scores for individual classes
or schools, and average scores for individual school systems shall be exempt from
the Public Records Act (L.R.S..44:1<7). School boards may choose to release test
data if it does not identif¥-individual students, classes, or teachers. All test

-

. . %4 - 2&

lucation Commission of the States * - L . : . . ;o




LOUTSIANY - 1“‘?. Lc} hlatlon [&nautcdl_(50ntznuedl ' s

sCores Or test avcragci'released to.the public, however, nust be a:hompanxcd by a b
complete analysis of Sbcioeconomic factors beyond the control of the school or achool
system which have an effect on student scores,

For more information contact:

Gary Reed . !
. ' Louisiana State Department of Education

Division of Research and Development ((/ "
P.O. Box 44064 ;
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

..‘..l‘..:.....

s

MAWE - 1977, Leyislation (Failed):

LD 734 Basic Attainment of Skills in Children Act would have local school disfricts
pe responsible for the establishment of basic skills and the. incogporation of this

" elemdqt along with the successful completion of oourses and teacher recommendations
as a reéyguirement for high school graduation, : .

- The commissioner of education and Sultural services is to prepare for such a pro-
graos by conducting a series of statewide meetings to obtain a concensus of what
Maine citizens feel *“should be a partial condition for graduation from secondary
school." Based-on this consensus, the commissioner is to prepare a test to be: ad-"
ministered during.the senior year of high school.. (Note: This bill was re-drafted
during the lggislasive session and portions were included in LD 1810.}

, == 1977, Legislation (Enacted):

LD 1810 An Act to establlsh ag assessment of student performance in the basic skills.
This bill calls for thd 4tate board of educgtion and the commissioner of education
to conduct a publi¢ survey and hearing for citizens to express thelr concern on this

issue. .To assist the commissioner a representative panel of citizens shall be ap-

pointed by the membershfp of each of the following organizations:

L ]

' One member from each of the following organl-atlons - '

- - State Board of £ducation . .
~ Joint Standing Cnmm;ttee on Education.

- The Maine Council.on Education - .
- The Maine Secondary Principals Association T S
- The Maine Elemeniury Principals Association '

b

Tw0 members from the Maine Teachers Association, one elementary and one secondary

Four members orf the public 4t large from ruraliand urban adaministrative units are

to -be selected by the speaker of the House of Repreeentatlxes and the preszdent of
the 5enate.

- ’ : . - [ 4
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" SJR 64 The proposal would have requested the state board of education to require

MAINE - 1977, Legislation (Enacted) (—9"“‘@E$. -

I - T
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LI . .
o )

Using citizen opimion the cormlssioner is Zo urepace & fest mcasurxng basic skill
performance lcvels in olementary and sccondar; baobolw -

in conjunction with: the Maine assessment of edusa¥1owal

)-‘

N -
The comm;ssioncr is to prepare a repor: for. :he gnseroor I1egis=adhre by February
1, 1978, on :he above ac:x# ties along with recoﬁpcndarscos Sar stene Eewel policy
action. . P e ~ ’/* .

! ' , - .
For more infarmatién contact: T f e
~ ~—— Y )
i\ ‘Horace P. Maﬁcy, Jr. / J' ~ i
£ Planning Spedialist T o A .
T State Department of Educational RN L ;
' and Cultural Services . N N A

State Office Building . i ' : 1
. Augusta, Maine 04333 ' N
(207) 289-3076 . ¢

LR R B R 2L L N R
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uanyiaxo - 1976, Leg:slatxon (Enacted): (Reported in UPDATE VI,.6/1/77)

B 1433 (M.A.C. Art'*7? Sec,%980) This new section reqeares the state board of
education to prescribe progres;1ve1y advanced minimum reading levels for grades

2 through 12; and, further provides that pupil may not enter grades 3 through ezght
until it has been determined that he has met the minimum level for the previaus
grade, with certain exemptions.

L~3

- 1976,'Legislation (Failed): fReported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

a minimm level of .proficiency in basic skill areas as a'prerequisxte to h1gh schocl
graduation. L .

!

- 1977, Legislation (Enacted):”'(aeported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

*

HB 1462 (Ch. '559) Effective July 1, 1977, this Act-pfovides that: '

"The State Board of Educatxon shall prescribe for each grade two through twelve a
miatmum level of reading ability which shall progressively rise with each succeeding
grade. If a local school board, based upon local assessment of student progress
and in conjunction with the Maryland accountability assessment program, determines
that a student, in grades (two through seven) THREE, SEVEN AND NINE -THROUGH ELEVEN,
has not met EITHER A MINIMUM GRADE LEVEL COMPETENCY OR the minimum rehd1ng level
as preScribed by the State Board of Education for the preV1ous grade, the-eeudent

shall be either retained in the current grade or enrolled in an approprxate reading
assistance program AS PART OF HIS OR HER INSTRUCTIONAL,PROGRAM, These provisions
. may not be responsible solely for withholding grade ancement .more than once in
grades two through seven, (Pupils who are gnrolled 1nﬂspecia1 reading assistance

»

*
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Lo IMARYLAND . - 1977, Legistation (Enacted) (continued):

programs or uho are perforh1ng up to ‘their reading cagauit} as determined by guide-

‘l1ines adopted by local scliool boards fn accordance with State bylaws, or who have

'a physical or mental handicap which affect$ his or her ability to read, are exempt:)
~  ALL STUDENTS EXCEPT THE MODERATE AND THE SEVERE AND PROFOUND: INTELLECTUALLY LIMITED

Iu GRADES THREE, SEVEN, AND NINE.THROUGH ELEVEN SHALL BE INCLUDED. b

- 1977, State Department of Education: (Reported in upod‘e VI, 6/1/77)

-
-

In January of 197:. State Superintendent DaV1d W. Hornbeck -presented a plan to the.
'state board of educasd®h called "'Project Basic.'" The plan approved by the board

dalls for the setting of new standards for miniral competencies in "five areas.of
hhman development" by *1982, These standards will apply to high school graduatlon.

Aﬂ the present time, staff for "Project Basic" is be1ng assembled and a promotaonal
campaign explaining the program to citizens and school personnel is being-carried:
0ut She staff will be assigned the task of combining the state assessment program

" (survival reading test for grades 6,9 and 12) and the implementation 'of newly -
emaeted Ch. 559, « :

-‘\ - Fall 1977, State Department of Educition: o _
Pro;ect‘ﬁas1c activity ine! udes the devel&%sent of statements!of competenc and .g¢
in five areas: (1) Basic: skills -- readin priting and: mathemat1cs \LH% worId of
work, (3) world of leisure, (4)° c1t1zensh1p and (5) survival,  These statements will .
. be taken to citizen.and education®groups in February and March of 1978 for their .
reaction, The time schedule calls for state board of education tof approve ninimum
"~ competency statements in the fiveé areas by July of 1978. }
The “ar)land functlonal read1ng test ‘will be ready for school, dlsér1ct use in 1978-79
(9th grade) for the class of 1982, Mathematics ahd writing testsfare to be developed
next f0110wed by “the Other four competency. areas..' r i .

\ L .

The department of educat10n plans to prepare and copyright its flve-year plan of
action, The report -- Maryland's Comprehensive Plan for Competency-Based Education --
will be available in December of 1977,

-
- For more informatiOn'COntact:- . 1

floretta D, McKenzie
Assistant Deputy State Superintendent
P : P.0, Box 8717,.BWI Airport
P . Baltimore, Maryland 2}240 N _
) (301) 796- 8o00 j £ N - i

4T el CFall 19780 Leg1slat1Ve Acrivnv- Sy

3

T s

The House ways and means comm1ttee has cOnducted ‘an 1nter1m tudy on minimun com-
petency testing as a requirement for all grade- levels, S

. h
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_;“HAsanHUSETTS - 1972; Legislation (Pending and Failed): (Reported tn UPDATE VI,
I . : 6/1/77)
-"'H 3284 The state board of educatidn 15 to: develop examinatiohs for testing com-
' petency in the areas of mathematics, social studies, science, English/literature,
language and’ business.

The; tests are to be reviewed each year and administered
at’ the. end of ninth, tenth dnd eleventh.grades.

The state board of edycation'is ;.-
_ to establish passinz scores .for each test- and determine standards for a high schoof“
s diplona »issued by the State.

. (Note: dead in committee )

L]
LA

Several other bills containing provisions for t?sting in the hasic skill areas were
: introduced. "Full text ‘copids of these bills were not in hand as this report was
prepared -- a more complete

fumary will -be made in the next "Update." ‘Status and
o bill numbprs are!
W S L T ' a .
+ 27 H 460D - dead ©d CtE L T o
“ H 5658 - re-drafted into H 5949 oL . . .
'#y . H 89D5 - (study), dead .g S T ‘
Py H 822 - dead - : : ‘.
VoA Y H2136 - re-drafted 1nto H 5949 “ R
N H 5949 - alive in House Ways and Means Committee
" LA - 1977, State Department of Education- (Reported 1n UPDATE VI 6/1/77)
o i -\ 4
R . The state depar nt of education continues its srudy of hrgh scﬁool conpetencles
Ry Y for the state board of educ%x'on.

.

The pol;cy comnattee in-anii im report, June 1977, recommended to.the stite °
. ; board of education that théy congider mandating and testing student.competencies

\1n the’ areas of -communication and\computation. Several state level task force
%\ groups are working en details of t

recomeendation. . The ‘areas of career infor- -
“mation, Social responsihillty, env1ronment and culture are 5t111 under con31deratlon.
N

The.state department of education ant1c1pates the final recommendations* includlng e
feedha\k from a series, of sratewide hearlngs, will be made in June of 1978.
. S ,/
ce ?\'\ Fa11 1977, State Depargment of Educatlon.'
A \K‘

The advrsorr cammattee on hagh school graduatlon requrrements establlshed in Mhy
-of 1976 continues to work ori procedures and policies for implementing a statewide
competency stendards program, Two reports have been given to the state board of
education with final recommengations. to.be. made. in. June of 1978
tions are to rkfl

These recommenda-
t citizen and ‘educator reaction and Tecommendations.

buring f “
‘November and Decembet\cf 1977 a serres\of statewrde wqushops was conducted to gather
_ thrs input’~ \ . RER

*

emet Ty
T

-

o . . . ,' T

.Tentatlvely the proposal calts for all publlc scfiool students, by the time, they
-graduate fromfhagh school, J demunsrrate ‘the aftainment of certain essenrral com-
petencies. "Essential competgncies™ are defined as the’ skills, ylich individuals _ L

, ‘need’ to functzon-gffbctrvely in most everyday socxal, economic’and political:situa- - ¥

i .~ tioms,. .. TEEreaartityoucppponenzk\ggithese skills'-- basic skills (reading, writing,

{: " speaking and:compt

ting) and life 113, the abriaty to use and appty*ﬁastc skf&ls
1n -real: lifb actlvities.

- .‘ ' * * ’
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MASSACHUSETTS - Fall 1977, State Dopartment of Educnt1on (continued):’

'q . -‘ ? -- -
Six "essentiai competency” areas have been 1dentified (1] Communication skllls,
{(2) Mathomatical skills, (3) Career information, (4) Social responsibilicy, (5)
Environment (science, ecology) -and (6) Culture (history, the arts). .To date the
! committee has recomgmended standards in the first two areéas,

n
wn ' v 5

Tentative 1mp1ementat1on recommendation options call for testing to begin in grades
. “s,gt 9 with local dlstrlcts mandated to adopt .the state requirements for high school
) " graduation. ~ v _

~ For more 1nformation on the proposed essential competency standards

. program contact: - .
; . <. Les May -~ ’ ‘JJ : : -
: L . . 'Bureau of Research and Assessment P, ' ' ' o
R ‘ . . State Department. of Education "fx\\
K 31 St. James Avenue oo )
. . ' Boston, Massachusetts 02116 ° C » 4

- (617) 727-8497 N

+

e

. +
- ' 1 . N

i : - 1977, Local District: - .- S

* §oston Is work1ng to deveIop a program of minimum competercy. They are now devel-
oping objectives and oriteria, - program is, to apply to grades K-6, A parent = -
. ‘handbook has been developed for distribution to all parents so they may assist .
‘ .~ their children and supplement thigj ch11d's educat1on The thrust of the program
is on remedlat1on. . ' K . e L :
- \ 0 S . , . /
T o Rt BRI R A RN

- -
A . . EL o T

e . . o R
e MICHIGAN Hhﬂ\197e LeE;slatlon (Failed) (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1777)
b ‘.HB 6379 Competency examinations for bas1c h1gh school curyiculum wo&ld'oe required
by th1s measure. Cert1f1cates would be granted. r\

[N

"'$B 1608 A student wouid be proh1b1ted*from réce1v1ng a high. schoo1 Llploma unless

! a comprehens1ve examination were passed. ,te gphld he prescribed by the state
department of education and weuld reflect a, ¢o eadihg prof1c1ency approprtate
for a h1gh school graduate. ' BN ;

‘-‘
w

y - 1977, Lejrislanon [Pendlng_)_ ! ‘ : .

. SB 744° Students cannot graduate from: h1gh school’ unless competent - in the basic
‘skills areas. No ment1on/1 made of remediation for those fa111ng

h'-t

o

- - 1977, State Department of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) .

‘;‘“‘ The Mdch1gan educational assessment _program tests m1n1ma1 performance objecttves
3 .Y in reading and mathematics at grades 4 and 7 with.a recent addition of a test for
[ grade 10. The results of the.tests are reported on an.individual, class, school
’ ' district and. state bases, Grade promot1on is no: the intended purpose of these:

: tests. Also under cons1deration is a 10th grade baS1c skills. test.,

2T =294 S e U
, 3 o S Ed’uca'u‘on Commission of the Stales

"
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. MICHIGAN - 19734 State Department of -Education (continued):’ e

The.Michiﬁhn state board of education is considering. the adoption of a 12th grade
minimad competency test govering life role competencies :in.four.areas: ...(a) .per~

-, sofial, ily and money, (b) civic and*social responsibilities. (c) aesthetic and
- humanistic, and (d) ewployment.

Fa11-1977 State Department of Education

" The department of. education in conjunction with 16 School districts is working on
10th grade-life roie competency objectives and test. The four life role areas being

addressed are: (1} personal/family, (2) employment, (3) aesthetic, humanistic and
leisure time and (4) civic/social,

Co . For more information-contact: "

Ed Roeber . :
Supervisor, Michigan Assessment Program ’
State Department of Education
-.  P,0, Box 30008 -

R ’ : . .. 620 Michigan National Tower
e ~.Lansing, Michigan 48909

R (517) 37328303 1 - s 0
I i A 1977 Local DiStrlct. ,///f’--'» %4'{};‘ ;°? |

£+

N L

L

. H ;’; ,
" J’ g [ .
Detroit The board of education has approved a plan calling for students to pass
' - a basic and life skills tesx before, graduation. Tﬁis program will affect the class
- of 1979, - - - : . -

ot i

- For more information%contact: o P | o
| S _-Stu Rankin '
) L . Assistant. Super1ntendent for Reseanch o . )
. , : and Evaluation _ - \\- . N
L ' - Detroit Public Schools : C
T (313) 494-1100 |
e ) "."‘***’;***-****, .
i k - ' * ’ ) - .
, Mrnnesoqn - 1977} L_gislatlon (parried over) _ IR ]
. 'HE 48 Provides that the commissioner of education; prior to June 20, 1978, shall |,
. .. e establish desirable minimum standards of reading, achievement for pupils completing
e . grades 3, 6,9 and 12, The bill also makes- an_appropriation to the state depart-’

ment of education for the development and disseminati of tests and for. teachers
'and .consultants, . _ ﬁ4:31\“-

[ -
- -

. HF'118 Provides for a statéwide program'of assessment of mlnimal'competency in
readlng, math, language arts and other general subject areas. ‘It would also pro- -
o " ‘vide: for a progxam of remed1a1 aid for the 25 percent ofU{ne students who have .the -
e Igreatest need, ' _ _ . Co
. L T r ] . ' - i ) o
£dmﬁonj€onamwmi of the States - . T-30- _ ' o

. ’ - S ' : R .
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MINNESOTA - 1977 Legislation (Carr1ed ovet} (_gnplnued)

-y

. HF 1641 Requires the state department of education to. establzsh standards of mini-

—= . mal level competency in the basic skills for all students in elementary and secon- .r
" . dary grades., It would also. require -statewide testing), pre apd post, in grades :

K-12. School districts would have to-develop a basic skills ‘assistance program

to take care of remediation. The bill would prohibit the tracking of students and *
would also mandate parent and cotmunity partic1pation
l ' (VOTE' The three above house b1lls were ass1gned to the niftimal standards ‘subcom-
. mittee of the house education ecommittee. An interim’ study by this subcommittee
will be conducted during the Sunmer and Fall qf 1977.~. .
W~ -. , . ) -,'
' ._SF 862 * This bill would erm1t students passing the General Educational Development R
(GED) test to be issued 3 competency cert1f1c§fe\\ , “ -
ST : : . . ' ) . ST
"~ .Fall -1977, ‘State Department of ﬁducatlon. . '_ .': & :

The minimum standards fogfsecondary educat1on task force. estab11shed by the state
™~ "board of education in 1975 continues its .work on recommendations for a competencyi
based testing program.in:the basic skill areas. The tasksforce has recommended/that .
goal statements be drawn up in six areas: (1). basic skills, (2) personal develop- °
"ment,  (3) communication ‘and «culture, (4) surv1la1 studies, (5) mathematics, science

- and techmology and (6) career and vocationdl. |Seventeen goal statements for these -
six- afeas have been prepared for statewide reattion, An elaborate process involving gb-,..F-
statew1de meetings; a questionnaire and a random telephone survey will be used.

* When this process is completed the state department of education will draw up mini~
mum standards for eventual adoption into state regula:1ons. .

L. - For moreﬂjnformati’n contact: , _ .

\ ] . e . e . - o "4

\ , Ray Peterson

‘ A ' Minnesota Department of Educat1on

, 712 Capitol Square‘Building
-St, Paul, - ‘Minnesota 55101 , . .
(612) 296~ 2414 . - , 3 co T

- 1977, Local D1str1ct: - ;-' -"l T - I_ _‘-'h -

The St. Paul’ open school, undef'the St. Paul Public Scno'_s, requires students,
prior to graduat1o1, to demonstrate proficiency in the areas.of: <onsumer aware-
ness, cultural awareness, infoymation finding, community involvement, - personal
skills and career awareness, Students are expected to use these skills in a practi-
cal éxper1ence app41cat1on exercsse. . '
» ! o '
For more information Contact. . % ' .
Joe Nathan : ' :'- c N L v ' T
‘St. Paul Open School = - - _ T T S
. -~ St. Paul Publig Schools N7 . . '
N ) 97 East CentraI“Axenue '
’ o St. Paul, Minnesota - SSQOL
- (612) 224-9421 X _ .
. i, . » " -
i ow * * * ¥ v oxox o e - ' - i

“ : - N : *
. . : ] L

”-
I
.'. :_
?

: . N . ‘ by 1 y _ . . .
O~ .o . ‘& ' 3-3 e - Education Commission of the States |
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~MISSISSIPPL - 1977, Legislation (Failed): (Reported in UPDATE V1, 6/1777)

HB 952" Test students at various grade levels (died in committee):
SB 2295 Student achfevement testing (died in coumittee)
!

- 88 2423 Establish high school proficiency examination (died in. committee)

- Fall 1977 State Departmenf of Education.

A subcommittee of the state accreditation commission hns completed a year-long
study of high school' graduation requirements as they relate to minimum. competency
testing. This report and recommendations will be sent to the full’tommlssion in
November of 1977. The accreditation commission will send its recommendatiéns L
. the state board of education Iater in the year.

,?
. . For more information contact: . ' '2&
- Or. Ralph Brewer L S .
Director, Division of Instrubkion . -
Mississippi DPepartment of Education - - '
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 ,
(601) 354-6933 & . oo
. .,.“ \
* Rk & % A » & Rk A & K ‘e
MISSOUR1 - 1977, State Deparément of Education: (Reported in UPDATE V1, 6/1/77)
In 1976 the state board of education requested that the state- department of edu¢a- . °
tion develop a test to measure the application of basic skills 'in the areas of reading, '
mathematics, and government/economics. In the spring of 1977 the ‘department of /o

education pilot-tested the Basic Education Skills Test (BEST) at grades 8, 10, 12 in
51 of the state's 450 school districts. The test consists of 13 objectives in each -
of the’ three subject areas with thiee test items per objective. The BEST instrument

will be copyrighte ’he department of educatioen. - »y
In the 1977- 78 school year, local d tricts may voluntarily use the test in grades TN
d aboye. ln the 1978-79 yes¥, the test will be mandated for all eighth sraders.
. . '
The state board has not established graduation or grade promotion standards for the . -
test and is nog expected to do so in the near future. T, N e A

-

.Fall 1977, State Department of Edueation.

By ﬂovember-of 1977, 401 out of 456 school districts have elected to voluntarily
test 8th graders during the 1977-78 school,year. The test will be given in March .,
- artd April 1978 to 60,000 plus 8th grade stiidents. The state department of education
"plans several analytic reports following this preliminary test. All scuool .districts
are’nandated to give the 8th grade test if 1978-79.‘ o v

L] i
-

.- Fa11 197Zl_lnterim Le gislative Action. . S
r
y
_ The House 1nterim committee on fiscal affa(rs has pre-fiied a bill uhich would .

»
* .

£dmuon Cémm&ion of the States: 4. . *as
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| MISSOURL - Fall 1977, Interin Legislative Action (continued); 4

require the state board of educntiOn to- mandate .minlmum stydent’ porformance stan-?
dards :in reading, writing and mathematics. (Note: Bill number not yet available.a

. . .
. ttttttt\ttttt . . \

£

\ﬁ. '

J,_;
1

- . . . . W

L MDNTANA - Fall 1977, State Activity: ' . - }

‘ ”“The Hontana school boards association is contemplating a statewide study commissioﬂ
~to study the implications of creating a statewide minimal competency testing program
.4n_the state.” The associatlon plans to involve representatives from a variety of
staxe asencies and education groups. : : .

¥ . »

. For more information contact: - > ' ";:_ .
: . 4 - AR
Leonard H. Sargent Ces
" Executive Director &
Montana_School Boards Assoc:ation ) : ‘ o
501 Sanders ’ —_ .
Helena, Montana 59601 - . o
. (406) 442-2180 | Lo ,
[ . - - . i ~ ‘ .
- Fall 1977, State Department of Public Instruction: o o

*

RN The department of public instruction is develdpin§ a pasition paper on competency-

. based testing. o ¥ _
< ' o ‘ o
For more information cohtact: -

P Or. Bill Connett : -
‘ .l 2 Manager of Resources and Assessment . . “' ‘
.. a Office of Public Instruction . ‘
"' - State Capitol

. _ Helena, Montana 59601
o : (406) 449-3693 .

. : - A A A
Lo 7/ ot
- NéBRASKA > 1977,:State Department ‘of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

) Beginning in 1975 the state department of education has required local school dis-
* . tricts to establish minimal performance levels in reading, writing and mathematics.
- Testing beg:ns in the Sth grade and continues until mastery is achieved by each

A - student in each skill area.
.- - C 1 : '
To assist school districts the department of education has developed the Nebraska
. Assessment Ba;tery\Qf Essential Learning Skills (N-ABELS). Districts using the
" tesr agree to use it for at least two years on a continuing basis in order to
‘ . Aidentify students n eding remedial ass:stance. The test is not to be used for
- grade retention or romotion. e : :

* e - w
. N\ ’ ~

*

. ) - . Eduegtion Commission of the States

L
. . pust C
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NEBRASKA - 1977, State Departmenc of Education (continued):

-The state departmcont of education is currencly contemplating a follow-up study on - -
the use of this 1r. {crusent.

- Fall 1977 St.ate De _p_artnent. of Educat.iow o : . L

A statewide assessnent. comsicttee, the educational progress commi.t.t.ee is now com-
pleting A stuly-on new directions for state assessmenc.  The final report will be
presented to t.he state board of educaci.on in December of 1978. N
The department has also made some ndmi.nist.rat.ive and minor _technichl changes in
the V-ABELS test. -~

. -

For more i.nformat.i.on contice:

Hugh Harlnn . =
School Management Divisi.on . . .
Nebraska Department of Education . _ :
233 South 10th St'.r.':et'.‘,;d
% .+ Lincoln, Nebraska 685 oo
C (402) 471-2444 _ .
or o . ) v
David Abelow ) ‘
Planning and Evaluation Division
‘ Nebraska Department of Educanon
(402] 471~2486

- 1977; Local Diserict:

- .h‘e’suf.lde Community Schools, pistrict 66, Nmaha, Nebraska has a program requiring
high Bchool students to pasg.a:test of minimum competency before graduating from™~
high school. 'The program was in effect for- the school year 1976-77. The locally
developed test measures competencies in seven areas: (1) reading, .(2) mathematics,
(3) written communication, (4) oral communication, (3) consumierism, [6} the demo-
cratic process and (7] problem solving.

For more infomanon contace:

Ja.ines Findley ) .

Assistant Principal _ \\ .
Westside High School
School District 66 ' - e
{maha, :Nebraska 68114 . '
(402) 391-1265. . o } ’ ) toa
P R R T T A S o T
! usst -._ ‘.
& e ,I-'

NEVADA - 1977, Legislation (Enacted): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)-

-AB 300 The state d of education is to prescribe a proficiency examination in
g, writing an mathematics which is to be administered at the end of grades -
‘ 6, 9, and 12. Students may be preao’t:ed~‘|:o the next grage if chey fail on emmanons

Ecucation Commission of thl States -34- .




~igr]

B

NEVADA - 1977 Legislation (Enacted) (continued):

but remcdial work is to be provided. High school graduation is antingcnt upon
- passing the examination.

- 1977, Legislation (Failed): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)
AB_293 Would require local school boards to administer competency examinations
n reading, writing, computation, American history and American government at the
end of grades, 3, 6, 9 and 12./ Promotion to the next grade and high school gradua-
tion would be contingent on p#ssing the examination.

AB 293 Would require public schoois to”give competency examinations in reading,

L “  writing, computation, American history and American government at the end of grades
6, 8, 10 and 12, Promotion to the next. grade and high school graduation would be
tontingent on passing the examination. . :

[AB 9 This bi11 would have the state board of education adopt and distribute to .
each school district maintaining a middle school. junior high.school or high school
minimum academic standards for graduation including performance indicators. The

standards of profiiiency shall include reading comprehension, writing and computa- .

tior skills, Different standards of proficiency amay be adopted for pupils with

:lagnosed learning disabilities. ‘Local boards.shall assess progress at least once

ring’7th and 9th grade and twice during tenth, twelfth grades. Parent conferences
and remedial work must be provided. '

$8 324 Periodic compreheﬂtzve examinations are .to be given at the end of grades

©3, 6, 9,:10, 11 and 12 in the subject matter areas of reading, writing, mathema-
tics, American history, American sovernment,.basic economics and basic logic and .
reasoning. Failure of any examination woduld bring cn remedial work or a repeat -~
of the course or grade. Studepts would not he promoted to the next grade or gradu-
ate uhless tests were passed. The state department of-education is to prescribe
the examination ard srandards. . '

SCR 14 Nould have the legislative commission study the subject of pupil achieve-
ment in public schools. The study may include the rollowing questicns:

) 1, How pupil achievement in Nevada compares with that of otier states' :
2, whether pupil achievement in Nevada is significantly lower-today than in the-
past; : S, _ . .
3, ‘Whether school curriculum requirements throughout the $tate are sufficiently
coaprehensive and whether the standards are sufficiently rigid to ensure that pupils
are. adequately prepared for work or further education;

4, Whether there is need for the legislature to mandaté certain basic curriculum
standards Yo

3, MWhether classroom discipline is a serious problem in hevdda school's and, if
so, the extenit to which it affects pupil achievement;

6. Whether there is a relationship between pupil achievement and pupil- teacher
ratios. and whether in Nevads the ratios have reached a critical level.’ .
.7, 'What types of legislative action might be advisable if classroom d¥scipline

and pupil-toacher ratios are fourl to be adversely affecting pupil achievement;

;' , 8. NKhether minizum competency standards for # high school diploma should be in-
g posed, and if so. whether state-prescribed examinations should be used; .
3¢. I

- *

=3 Education Commission of the States




NEVADA - 1977, Legislarion (Failed) (continued):

_ : 9. If codpetency examinations should be réquired, at what' level or levels should
..+ ., they be given and what procedure should he followed for those who do not pass; and
‘a7 10, If diplosas are granted only to pupils who meet minimum oompetency standards,
~* . ‘whether other types of certificates, such as ce::if;ca:es of at:endance should
be given to those, who, do’ not. meet..the standards. -

- Fall 1977, State Degartnant of Educatxon' 7N

.In order to implcnent AB 400 the state dapnrtnan: of ediication has reformed an ad
'hoc comnittee to make recommendations to the state board. In April of 1978 the -
. ‘Stanford achievement test will be administered by local districts to.students ip.
- grades 3 and 6. This fSest was selected because of the short amount of time the
b districts had to initiate a testing program, ' The state department, expects to. {ssue
' an RFP for a new test in the summer of 1978. Testing in the 9th gruﬁe will begin
in :he 1978-79. school year and grade 12 in the 1981-82 school year.

For more inforwation contac:

. ' Dr. Ha) Mathers ’ N -
LT " Nevada Department of Public Instruc:zon
S A - " Carson City, Nevada 89701 - a S o
(702) 882-7184 o - e ] -

P I I A A

- NEW HAMPSHIRE. 1977, Legisiation (Féiled)' (Reported in.UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) "

_ Seven iegislative bills related to minimal competency testing and high school gradua-. - A
*  tion were introduced in the 1977 session. All were killed or sent %0 the House = 7T
. ~ education commirtee for iu:eram study ‘Fuxther informa;ion on thes biils wiil be -
: - ,provlded in the ROXET "Upda:e . = : S e

“ 1977, State Department of Education' (Reported in UPBATE VI, 611/7?)

pr. Robert Brunnelle, connissioner of education, has appointed A committee zo esw
tablish competency .guidelines for local school districts to use in 3ssessing student . _
coupeteacies in the commmications and mathematics skill areas. The first draft = . -7
of the ‘competency guldelines' for grade 4 have been 'sent w0 Tocal districts for

.reaction:* It is expécted that.the 4th grade guidelinas will be ready for pilct ‘
consideration in the,fall of- 1977. _The suidelines for grades 8 and 12 are under - J
developnenf.

AT g g BT d HRRgI ey Do - Ty T T s L.
B D BT D e ; AEE A

- 19?21_Leg_glative Activzu} (Failed and carried oVegl

s

HB 413 - Es:ablishing a standaxd For hxgh sl;ool graduates. Status carrxed over =
to interim stud?. \ ’ i

! - +
HB 482 Relatxvu to the high school equ;valency e:anlna:ion and school a;zendance.3 ot
§Eatus. dead - . : :




HLN U

NEW HAMPSUIRE - - 1977, Legislative Activity (Failed and carried over) {continued):

HB S18 fRegquiring high school students to passkﬁxﬁ;andard examination in order to
graduate. Status: dead. . %

8 977 Authorizing schoql boards to release graduating high school Seniors early.
Status: dead.

- .
.

5B Jog Requiring the seate board of education to establish statewide educntiOnél

ﬁ ﬂ%_atnndards which must be met pefore a student may be passed to the next higher grade.
. Status: dead.
’ - Fall 1977, State Department.of Education: _; o

The state J=partment of education continues to work on the 4th and Bth grade com-
petency guidelines. Some of the material will be pilot tested in the spring of
1978, Additional pilot testing will be completed in the 1978-79 school year.

for additioQﬁl information contact:
) :
yeal Andrew

Deputy Commissioner of Education
New Hampshire Stnte Department of Educatxon-

State House
& , Concord. New Hampshire 0330l

(603) .271-3144

@ % w * * w * * * * " @

" . -

NEW JERSEY - -r9‘61‘§_gislat10n (Enacted): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

A 1736, Ch. 97 Thus*btll callsi for the state to set minimum reading and mathema-
tics standards and for local districts to provide remedial work. As amended and
signed by the governor. local districts have the right to set "interim goals' lower
than the state goals and to determine whether students are making progress towards
these goals. (f progress is not evident districts must come up with a variety of
solutions, one of: which could be remedial work. These 'improvement" plans may <om-
bine remediation together with diagnosis of students, study of a district's basic
curriculum and pavent Lnyolvement./ -

- 1977, Statrfnqpartment of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)
4 - " .
: In the 1976-77 school year, the New Jersey department of education administered the :-

educational assessment program in the basi¢ skills.” This instrument, admintistered

) in Octcber of 1976, used the g5% mastery level cut-off score for identifying stu-

- . dents needing instructional assistance., Since the number of students identified
was-quite large, the -bottom 20% were judged to be in need of immediate instructional
assistance,

) Since January of 1977, ten statewide coaaxttgnﬁ have peen working on & minipuzm
s basic shills test for grades 3, 6, 9 and 11. This test will take the place of the
: instrusent used in the 1976-77 school year. In the spring of 1977, the committees
have surveyed various groups {teachers, administrators, board members, students

Lo ¥ - 4 1
= e . . : = Edpcetion Commisnion of fhe Statex
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NEW JERSEY - 1977, State Department of Education (continued):

and citizens) to build a list of minimal skills. The Educational Testing Service
is under contract to develop an instrument which will be field tested in the fall
Df 197{.

- 1977 Legislation (Pending):

gg The graduatron requirements bill ¥s still in committee. It would require
the state board of education to prepare a competency test for high school seniors
to be taken -in their senior year before graduation. The test would cover the basic
_high school curriculum and the basic skills in reading, writing apd mathematics.

- Fall 1977, State Department of Education:

The department has a high school graduation study commission working the problem
of combining basic skill competencies and course requirements.

For more infor%ation contact:
*  Dr. william Mathis
N Director, Educational Research -
State Department of Education
225 West State Street
Trenton, New Jersey (86235 *
(609) 292-5180 -

* * * * * * * * * * * *

NEW MEXICO - 1977, State Department of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

. Early in 1976, the state superintendent of public instructiﬁﬁﬂippointed a task force
to study the basic skillst In the spring of 1977, the state board of education
approved the Aew Mexico basic skills plan. This_plan.calls for-local school dis-
tricts to conduct minimal competency testing at two different checkpoints in a
student's school career: . ' y -

#The first of these is an early assessment to be conducted according to a ldcal
district plan. A second checkpoint is a 10th grade proficiency test battery which
will be mandated for the fall of 1978 in which the graduating class of 1981 will
receive a proficiency endorsement on their hlgh school record if they have success-
fully passed the test battery." - .

This profzcxency batterv will consxst of a version-of the Adult Per;ormance Level
(APL) test and a writing sample.™ This test battery was pilot tested on a sample .
basis in the spring of 1577 with statewide field testing scheduled for the fail of
1977, Standards have not yet been established for the cut—off scores oh the battery.

The state department of education is also workxng on a series of curriculum guzdes
for the basic skill areas.

-

~ Fall 197?. State Department of Education: ———

Statewide field testing of the APL test and writing sample is Séﬂgdnled for éﬁ;iﬂé

Education Commimion of the Stotes -36- 42




NEW MEXICO - Fall 1977, State Department of Education (;ontznued)

of 1578, At tﬁc coqmpletion the writing sample.tied test a complete review of the
entire program is scheduled. Decisions on standards will grow out of and follow
this review. . '

For more information contact:

John Blanchet-Ruth N

New Mexico Department of Education
. Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503 . T
. (S05) 827-2928

- A A IR B A

SEW YORK - 1976, State Board of Education: (Reported in UPDATE V%, 6/1/77)

The board of regents, on May -6, 1976, approved a resolution establishing the pass-

. ing of basie compétency tests in- readzng and mathematies as a requirement for issu-
ance of a high school diploma, beginning with the graduating class of June 1979,
These basic competency tests are criterion-referenced tests designed to measure
basic adult skills necessary to function in an adult society. They were pilot tested
in 1975 and used on a regular basis in the 1976-77 schoql year. The tests are first
given in the ninth grade and provide a basis for remediation Prior to high school.’
graduation. Curreritly the minimum competency cut-off point is defined as 6:% of
all items correct on both the mathematics and reading test,

The board of regents has given approval for incorporating thtee additional tests

into the graduation requirements effective in June 1980, The three additional tests
would :be in the areas of (1) civies and citizenship, (2) practical science, health ’
and drug education, and (3) writing and language skills,

The New York State Department of Fducation also administers the Tegents diploma
program and the pupil evaluation program (PEP), both of which are related to evaluat-
ing student performance in the basic skill areas,

- Fail 1977, State Department of Education:———_.

The board of regents will consider an additional mandate for testing -

, in the areas of wrizing, c1v1cs/c1t1-enshlp, and health/science at a meeting in
late November of 19”7. )

For mbre infomation contact:

\ .o
Dr. Polley . h
Acting Deputy Commissioner for
Elenentary and Secondary Education - T

State Education Department
Albany, New York 12224

* & * * * F & F o r * &
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NORTH CAROLINA - 1977, Legislation (Fitled): : /

[ - e

S 80 Would require all students to pass a minimal competency test in. reading,
writing and mathematics before graduaring from high school.

S 81 Would require the lst, 2nd, 3rd, 6th and 9th grade Students to take a state-
wide standardi.ed test measuring their progress in learning the basic skills.

- 1977, lLegislation (Enacted):

HB 204 Requires the state board of education to adopt a test, graduation standards
and policies and procedures for implemeriting a program assuring that public and non-
public high school students "possess those skills and that knowledge necessary to -
function independently and successfully in assumxng the responsibilities of citizen-
sh1p "

*

The governor is to 29201nt 4 competency test commission which is to maké recommenda-
tions to the state boaFdof education by January 1, 1978 on tests and skills to

be measured.’ Lo .
1_____\\\

HB 205 Similar to HB 204 but would create @ miniguh competency f@s:rng program
in grades 1, 2, 3, 6;.9 and 11, In grades 1 and 2 a criterion-referenced.test is
to be used, and grades 3, 6, 9 and 11, a norm-referenced instrument is to be used.

A separate cCompetency test commission has been appointed to make recommendatians

and collect public opinion.. . R -
\ i ’
p For more information contact: ? :
Betty Moore
State Department of Public Instruction . ¢
« Room 222 Education Building » o -

Raleigh, North Carolina 27sll
{919) 733-3312

. - 1977, Local Districts:

The Charlo:te -Mecklenburg School Board approved the following resoi¥tion in March s
1977: _ A ' I

REQ&OENDATIONS-COﬁCERNING COMPETENCY EXAMIVATIONS AS A GRADUATION REQUIREMENT

| That the competency testing pProgram be developed in reading and couputat1on
skills.

2. That the field testing be conducted this spring and that the data be collected .
for analysis by the pupil assessment director. : o
3. That a planned individualized program be developed for those students who .

are ungble to pass the examination. Such a program would include psychological .
testing, counseling, i{ndividual evaluation, ang_:gfedial courses'related to areas
of deficiency.
4. That extensive work in other skill areas be built into the jun1or high school
curriculum, .
5. That the reading management system which has been instituted for. the elemen- .
tary grades be fully urillzed to monitor the skill development of each student.

4
-

. _ - N 44 B SN ‘ __.;;
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NORTH|, CAROLINA - 1977, Local Districts (chtinued): ‘
The daxa from the management system would serve es 3 guid for planning iésﬂruc-
tion iR skill development,

. 6, at the Soard seek to have the Cheriotte-Necklenbu g Plan considered in the
development of the statewide plan now under study in the Sgate Legislature and seek
" to have local representatives appointed to the.Compotency u;:t Commission which

would function at the state level, .
7. That the relationship of the competency examination the high school diploma
not be determined until the field testing data is available. and the state Competency
Test Commission has made its recommendations. A status report on field testing
will be made no later than September 1, 1977.
4 b N ) - b
T . /"'h., - -

T

' . L]

NORTH DAKQTA -1 I;J_Legislation (Failed): (Reported ia UPDATE V 6/1/"“)
. ' . :

H 1360 This bill would have prescribed standards for the high school diploma and would

allow diplomas to indicate the completion of an optional proficiendy Test:s s

Y - L . s . R
H 13429 Title: A bill to provide accountability for quality education. This biil
included rulés and regulations for high school diplomas and would have established ‘
2ininum education skills in mathematics and communications along with a ugiform L

‘test’ to Deasure these skills, o _ oo Tﬁ ¢

H ld;“ Title: A bill to provide for eduCational management infornation wi.h -ﬁ -

educational accountability capabilities. .~ .- _ . a _,,,'"'*
o - Fall 1977, No New agtivity Rétsgr-ed. N « e *

OhIO - 1977, Legislation (Pendin ,

'hB HB 6 ‘his bill wotild have the’ Stato board ot-educa.:or doveiop a couprehensxv .

acnievemen examination to be administered to all pupils in grades 3, 6, 9 and il

as a prerequisite for promotion to. the pext grade level, The grade 11 requirement

is o be net before a student can graduate trom high school, -

Note: - Hoarinzs on this bif“ﬁtrooxpected to be hold in the summer of 1977, A" N

substitute bill hasshqgn drafted. In November of 1977 the biil was Stxll techni-

cally alive in subcowndttgo. o _ . o e
, : - - oy

- =

- Fall 1977, Stato aopertoont o: eduoetion.

ThHe state boa:d'otdeducation has, after listening to a presen.arion o:'.“ree alger-
native -Sodels (sTate, state/local and docal} developed X2 a state suseriatendent
9f pudblic instruttion-appointed task force tonsisting of state education agencr S
$taff members, has given periission to the Ohio Departaent-of Education %9
proceed with a:series of meetings with representativos of .the major edocation ,
3rouos. local educotors. and conuun.ty. ;
L : «dle o . ;
. Lo T gy o g o
o . , ) . © . Education Come:mjonfo_:’ehc s_t\o;m '
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OHIO J Fall ;9771 State Dapartment of Education (con:iﬁued)

‘ Informa:ion ga*hered at those mee:ings will he used to determine standards. grq?e .
_levels, 1ntervention stracegies, and types of exams.

For more 1nforma:ion contace:

- James Williams - ' - a
Consultant, Division of Planning
" and Evaluation - .
Ohio Department of Education
65 5. Front Street - -
o - Columbus, Ohio 43215 - . ..
‘ “(614) 466-4838° . - -

' . . ' ; ' <&~ « ¥ & & &Y oR koo o .
' ’ ~ L '
S ' . . | *
* v . * ' .

"OKLAHOMA - 1977, State Board of Education' (Regorted in UPDATE VL, 6/1/°7) ' o
In the spring'bf 1977, the Oklahona educa:ion cod 's commitzee on basic skills -

. and minimal competency testing presented the following recommendations to the state .
. board of education. ‘They were adepted by the board in April of 1977 1 "

N .l. That the Oklahona education couqcﬁi Tequest the state department of educa:ion
deter:xne what Oklahoma school dis:r:cts are presently doing to increase reading .
readxness and resdinz skitls in K-3 and to repor: its findinzs to the counc:l. .

\\ »

' Tl ::‘ That the council: requast the state depnrtmen: af educa:1on to-encourage schogl’
=, \" ﬂist*icts to strive for small class groups and 1onger tine per:ods during the school
S : day Wor teaching bBasic skills..

. A“(

. ;3\{ . 3. “That the gouncil request that the state depar’ment of educa:ioq gather &ata
T through testing in the basic learning area of reading. (Many groups and individ-.

o ualg ‘have expressed interest in knowing the achievement levels of students in "
Oklahoma's public schools. Minimum competency testing ‘has been widely discussed,
‘but there is lack of adequate daca on which to reach understanding or to make - -
decisions, Iaformation on how Oklahoma is doing in this critical area will then BN
_ - .he'provided to- -Oklahoma Education Council together ui:ﬁ re;ommenda:iops for g
[ further actirn.)} ) B ' - ) : ’

o

, quest that the state department of education in its long- -
vange study of cer fication give special attention to tlie area of preparation for
‘*eachingiitading skills at both the elem/p:ary and secondary levels,
R $.. ihat the Oklahoma educa:ion council ‘request that the gtate department, of educa-
LR tion éncourage logcal school districts to limit the tzme lost from basic classes-
: .becausa of - school activities._ .

. "

In ‘the £all of 1977, a standardized test will bé.given to 15,000 students 84’s .
randon 'samplé basis in grades 3, 6, 9 and 12, The gtest will measure the b ST ..
“ skzlls An 3rades 3,.6 and 9 and. survival skills in grade- 1 ‘

' _ : SR .
“The state . -department of educa:ion has proceeded with recommendation n&nberfggree;:‘x :S'qi

- . *




. !
OKLHI»uK = Fall 1977, State Department of Education:

The ot'ato department of education is conducting a study of cortiflcation'require-
ments and the preparation of teachers which is related to recommendation four of
the Oklahoma Education Council., .

for more 1nformation ¢ontact:

. Dr. Mile Lehr e T
“ Oklahonma Education Council ' -
Room 4=-K

State Capitol

Oklahoma Cicy, Oklahomo ?3105 ) o

(405) 521-2193. . SR | *

BRI I T IR IO S S N
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-OREGON - 1976 Stato Board of Educati.on,} (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1L_?)

he state board established new graduazion roquiromwnts in 1972 with lgeal distircts

_required to o—implementatioh plans by July of 1974 for the class-Of 1978, New -
Trequirements were based o sdits for courses, attendance and required competencies’ )
* +in personal, social and career areas. [ icts _are to develop their own performance - @

indicators. oy
oo . _ Ly } : o
Revisions in 1976 still require districts to adopt competency statements gnd per-
formance. indicators in al) areas by 1978. By then, however, districts must verify.
that students have minimal conpotencios covering only the basic skills ("read, listen,
- analyze, speak, write and compute, using the basic processes”) in order to receive a
high school diploma. Schools will not be responsible for certifying whetheér students
have attained other competencies until the graduacing class of 1981. 1In other words,
-instead of assessing ggpls in all program areas (e.g. language arts, health educa-
tion, business educatfdn), districts will assess. the reading, writing and computing
skills in three programs of their choice boginning with the class of 1978. Assess-
ments in‘additional areas as identified by local districts will be due by, 1981, -
Persqgal development, Social responsibility and career development were originally .
nand%ted as headings for the additional competency areas, but the 1976 revisions’
_now allow districts to choose to use these headings, orf to develop their own replace-
ment areas for them. The revisions also eliminate a clinically worded section ofi
. diagnosis and ptescrlption, but retain the concept as an option for districts. .:)
n- “. :
The plan alsd reqpiros elementary schools to establish programs that offor student .
opportunities to acquire skills and knoultdgo applicahlo to the conpotencios required}
° . for graduation. ' P /

i

L)
Ia

.\ -

= Fall 1977, State Department of Education:

Py

: - . : ;3_“
No new a_cti.vi't? at state level. School districts continue 'to carry responsibgltt}
7

. for implemencation of minimal competency testing and standards. <Class of 19 “whll
. be the first group. of studonts to have moved through high school umder new prﬂ.yih

. 1977, Local _Diserice: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/:7) - SR SR A

Parkroso School District, Portland Rggorts m;nimsl competency actlvxty.

;‘ '

‘ttti’****ﬁt*

- o Education Comm'uion of the States
434 7 . . L

.,.qrf'_"

i




*

. ' Paxasu’.vmti - 1976. Logialation \ (Faile d):

" HB 770 (died in cmnnittoo - A 475-page pr_nosod school code reviaionl. The measure. -
would require each school district' to determine whether or not its studénts have
« developed minimal competencies uit in mandated courses (academic ¥kills) and to

L~

measure student ability to copo ‘gertain specified problens encountered by adults
(survival skills). It would obligate the state department of education to develop - -
a procedure assess studént pgrforhanco tn the academic skills learned through. * .
mandated programs and .to report ‘annually to the legislature regarding the degree .
" 'pf academic and survival skills attained by students at various grade levels together -

,: and to make recommendations for improving the educational program. . 1t further pro-

vides that, four years yfter HB 770 Gecomes law, .2, written statement «certifying
which competenties have been attained by each student must become part of, the student's
‘permanent record. . ‘ . . S M.

- 1977, Le !._gislation_(?endingr :

HB 669 This bill is similar to HB 770 which failed in 1976 ’ It contains the same
section on minimal competencies and includes approximately 35 changes in other sec-
tions of the code £rom .the 976 version. R

3 - 1976, Sthate Board of Eﬁducation: - -

The state board of ahucati adopted a position paper (Jan. 1976) on comﬂhnity learn-
ing that directs the secrgtary of education to put before the state board of educa-
tion within 12 months & ﬁlan for public education’ that defines curriculum in terms
of competencies students should be acquiring at various grade levels, rather than

in terms of courses and credits, and that marshals the human and physical resources
of. the entire community-in the developwent of such competencies, State department
of education-officials are working with commumities td estoblish competencies.
Project 8l is the title given to the-effort.

. The Project Bl plan was adopted by the bonrd of education in Norember of 1976.

A baseline testing instrument will be administered in the fall of 1977. Work con-
tinues on complete dofinition of competencies, grades K-12. R :

- Fall 1977, Stato Department of Education: .

-

The departpent of education has given top priority for the next five years to Pro-
ject 8l. The goals of this endeavor are: “.,,\to define tite skills, knowledge
and abtlities. young people need to copo with the\demands of adult .life; to include
people froﬂ the commmity as active participants \in the educational system;. and
to nako sure-studants are’ actually prepared for the world boyond graduation."

-f}
PRTI

In oﬂu‘l“io teach ‘these goals, 12 School sites have been solected as mdels for
Project “81. By November 30 of 1977 these 12 districts will have prepared and sub-
mitted competency statements, These will. receive statewide-review and be ready
for adoption by Fobruary'«f 1978. Following this activity the 12 school sites will
look at graduation’ roquireuonts and submit plans they uould like to test between
1978 and 1981. . - . . -’ :

*
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. PENNSYLVANIA - Fall 1977 State Department of Education (continued)

For more information contact: e

» .
. . - b - ”~

- SR ' Judy Bayer Zaenglein- P R

pa e . , Project 81 Director
o : Pennsylvania Department of,ﬁdﬁcation !
: - - Box 911 : ‘ -

' Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17126 ) :
(717) 783-5005, _ . .

PO ‘ & & & 4 sk ke

o RHODE ISLAND - 1977, State Department of Education: (Reported in UPDATE vI, 6/1/77)

tion designed to determine how.w the stat§ educational system performs with re- -
spect to c¢ritical educational aims, and what pajor clianges need to be instituted '
to effect improvement in that performance. The objectivés of the master plan vhich
relate most directly to interest in competency-based exiting requirements are:

In l§74,.the Rhode Island depn;tmeqt of education developed a master plan for evalua-
el

- -1, Formulating State Objectives :
. To specify high-priority statewide educational obJectives in measurable terms for

approval by the board of :egenss. -

2, Assessin Achievement of State Objectives T )
To -identify compare alternative strategies for determining the extent to vhich

?: .- statewide educational objectives are being aéhie""

. By 1975, hajor activiaiea had been initiated under Objectives,l'and 2, ‘and these .
included _ . o

- Definition ‘of "Life Skills" ar‘ Related Performance Indieators a publication by
L the Rhode Island Departmént of Education. ,

- Three cognitive skills were idedtified as high priority learning oﬂtcomes for Rhode

? - Island students: comprehension, "analysis and evalustion. -Sinte mdnimal competericy

SR 'in the exercise of the three "life skills'\¢an be demonstrated in an infinite viriety

=" 7 ™. of ways, a reasonable subset of 75 perfornance indicatdrs was identified by the ' o
Rhode Island Department of Cducation. ' These indicators were.keyed to the regents® oo

educational goals for education, but were devaloped to indicate competency in the

undealying three skiils. ahd to be content independent . \ Cea

 These perfornance indicators ‘were compiled and circuiated throushout the state }o‘
public reaction in a booklet, Schools and Skills. : L.

_Construction of test itema related to the life skills and performance indicators \
. began in 1975 and approximately 600 items were- produced. The majority of items .
. are multiple-choice, paper-pencil format, However, open-ended items, items using *
"~ audio-visual materpals, and items necessitatin9\~fa1 responses  weré also developed,
- \ . ,.‘
oz A sample of the total podl of items was pilot.tested i Rhode Island schools in
_ the spring of 1977 Results,wili be reported and analyzed in June 197?

» ) : . .

" Education Commission of the States
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RHODE '1SLAND - 1977, State Department of Education (continued): RN

, Pilot of Statewide Assessment Program

In 1975-76, the statewide assessment pilot project used both norm-referenced.and

criterion-referenced tests for different age groups to measure the ach;e?ement of

‘ \ ' basic skills. R _ . %
\ \ \

.
.

- The normwrefbrencod test was the lowa Test of Basic Skills, administered to a- sam
ple of students in grades.4 and 8.. The criterion-r!?erencad.gps: used was a spe-
cially developed test of skills based on objectives and test A tems developed by the
National Assessment of Bducational Progress and the adult performance level study. -
This test w3s administered to a sample of 17-year-old students. Depending on the
results of the pilot test, Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) items will

eventually be incorporated into the criterion-reforenced cowponent of the Statthde
assessment program. - _ . 4
Work on the criterion-referenced component of the statewide assessment program has
generated interest in studying the advisability of moving into competency-based
diplomas. The spring 1977 pilot test of RIDE developed indicators and items was
igned to yield information on the adequacy of the indicators and items as mea-
sufes of the state objectives and "life skills.” In addition to test results and
‘data analysis, Jason Milman of Cornell University has been engaged as a consultant
. to critique the indicators and items and to comment on the feasibility of using the
indicators beyong statewide assessment, e g., as a basis for cOmpetency-based high
school graduation requirements.
s -

.. - Fall 1977, State Board of Education:

The department of education-has prepared a dfaft’policy siatement o8 competehcy-
based diplonas which was presented to the state board of regents in November of
Briefly, the policy statement proposed: ,

. ' (1) A dual apprgmch- to deflnlng high school competencies ~- stateu1de tests and !
- local district ifitiative.
(2) The competency testing program should begin early so as to permit remenxation.
(3} The department of education would. give technical asslstance to local districts.
Public hearings would be held. d:
" (4) Standards would be set by the state and local dis icts.
{S) The stacewide test wouid be taken from available RIDE items,

*

The plan calls for a period of public veview th ough the spring of 19‘8 followed
by formal adoption "and the ‘development of rules¥and regulations.

/ o . .
’ , For more information contact,_" _ e . | .
N Cynthin Ward ™
Codrdinator of Research and Evaluation
. Rhode Island Department of Education’ 7 .
- "~ 199 Promenade Street S .
e T . ,Providence, Rhode Island 02903 ' E
’ Tt (401) 277-3126 ,
- . . . R l_l A
B .,..,? . . e “ v Eyw . eon o C
-4 ’_K U - To- e
‘. -0 / \-/'\ - .5[’ *- ’
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’ 3, . ‘
,sou’l’u CAROLINA - 1977; Leg_sla:ion (Pending): (Repurted in UPDATE VI, §/1/77)

H ’05: Would establish a minimum dchievement-level testing program for public schoel
pPupils administered by the state board of education. It would requirQ‘puplls to
annually meet prescribed program stapdards for grade promotion and prowide summer
schoo® remedial procedures for pupilS-‘who fail to meet ‘them. For the 1977-78 school
" year the testing program is to be instituted only.for the first grade with movement
up to the next grade the following Year until all twelve grades are included.
'(Assigned to the education committee to be carried over to the next session.) Note:

Profision was made in the general appropriation's bill to create a l5-person task
force to study this issue, -

- 191&, State Board of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77

The standing committee on textbooks and instructional materials of the state board
of education is studying the issue of minimal competency testing.

T

. 19?2, Interim Legjslifive Action:

The task force to study minimal competency in the basic skxlls was c¢reated by the
- following provision in the budget bill:.

"The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Lieutenant Governor shall each
appoint four members of their respective houses to a Special Joint tducation Com-
mittee to Study Minikal Competency in Basi¢ Skills, In addjtion te the legislative
.o menhee@‘p;ovided for above, the Speaker of the House of Representatives a~d the
. Lieuténant Governor, or their designees, shall be members of the committee, The

' committee shall appoint nine nonlegislative members to prouxde public input and
educational expertise to the committee, - The gommittee shall conduct a study on
matters relating re minimal competency in basi® skills and report its findings and
recompendations tgrthe General Assembly as soon as practicable. Members of the
committee snall cexve such mxleage ‘per diem and subsigtence as provided by law
for state Spar 4, Committees and commissions. Expenditures for the committee sha

not exceed’ zhi vif;ue hindred dollars, Upon filing of its report to the General

. Assanbly% iﬁe ittee shall terminate.“ - tn
Under the chaxrmanship of Lt. Governor Brantle} Harvey, the task force expec:s 10
[ conpiete its work and have a draft of a bill available by Deceaber of 1977

. -
- For more information contac::

C e e . . Richard Mclawhorn

. . General Assembly, Legislative Council

P.0O. Box 11417 .

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

(803} 758-2334 W
i

H " —

' ' . ' . .
PRI B IR R S RN f '
. .

SOUTH DAROTA - 19':l_Leg;s}at1ve Interim Activity: . Q

The interim cemmittee on taxation held hearings and conduc'ed a study of minxmal
compefency testing during the fali of 1977.. | -
- <% .t . .‘

..tttttttttt
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. TENNESSEE - 77, Legislation (Failed):

- H 643 The fundamental education actpf 1

language arts and mathematics ia the

S 103 Similar to H 543 (withdrawn).

was prepared.

L}

{Reported in UPDATE VI,

77 placz

H 360 and S 1210 The full texzc of these bills was not availatle as
A more complete summary will appear 'in the nex: "Update.”

6°1/77)

Lt i)

- 1977, State Departsent of tducation:

a task forze ¢o
of tai
- -

seniors in I°

1=

schools in the sprinz a7 1877,

. TRe task IoTse 5 axTected I3 contirue its woTk whi2n the
avaiiitle,
- Fail 1377, Staze Scazd of Education:

.9-"
"*;:ma e awarzded T3

3e in affeszt Io-

in eaxrly Novenser of
siat the hizgh sancol
cidncy Test. The STOgTAm «iil

o ——

Fulatad in the staza in ST,

#B 312 A bill dealing with proficiency tss
nearwng with.tne House educa;icn commitTee,
e included in the next "Upda:e.“

g
More

It alse Teccmmended 1R3T DTeLIninaTy tasts e ziven o2 in ;tz;es 3, 3, 02

the 3Tale doard of edusatiom agproved 31 ITo¢Tan man
studen :

I 7assing 3 Tasid¥ siilis prgf
the graduazing cliss 33 1335,

high s<hool ;:3dua-iun 83T Will De Jizst given 20 [umicTs ia 1381 amd will ¢
aflreaa.n,, I&xTH iss, FTammar and stelling writlen at appToxianalely the i3
gTide achiavamens ‘2\:.. The *es57 wll e similar o e Tenvay FAXR test wiidl

and onze in grade 3. Laocal districes would =eld Tespensitilizy JfoT theosa
while the stasa would De vespensidis oo he ;‘1&43:;cﬂ Test, HowaveT, in
imterin Sefore 1381, the §th gwace tes:t will e nandisd Dy e sTile.
" For =mpre infewmatiss coatast: . Yvomme Smith
L~ Assistant Commissionesr of Idusazion
15: Cordell Rull 3ilding
. Nasiville, Tennssses 37113
. 2613? TiL-7815
- - " " T ¥ ¥ w T ¥ ¥ w .
- — > — ) - e as T mat . & n-—-‘ SR T L=t T Sl - -
g - 1377, Legiglation (Falied': (Ieperted -1l UPUALZ VI, L7

5-3.5

Eduzation:

~ Fall 1977, Scate Department of

The Texas assessment project is working on high

- -
-

' Educston Contmumon of the States .38

seneel cempletion ab! e::;ves

o 52

¢d emphasis an the t2acaing of
lamentary ;rvades (died in committee).

this repors

The commissioner of education at the request of the state boaTd of education appeinted
sudy¥ nigh school Zraduation rTequirements.
coumictee 3 proficiency sxaminmaticn was given (pilet Dasis) 19 hizh scheol

A3 a Tesult of the work




TEXAS - Ffall 1977, State Department of Education (continued):

essential reading and pathematics skills. There are no std‘&ﬁdc mandates for
ninimun competency. ~ .

- Fall 1977, Local Districts: - . = ‘(

. Seven urban school districts have formed an urban compagt to develop measures of
essential reading and mathematics. The school districts are: Austin Houston,

. Dallas, Forth Worth, El Paso, San Antonio and Corpus Christi,
For more information contact: , -\ .
) FERVA IS
. . Keith Cruse ' L . '
Director, Division of Educational Assessment ~
. Texas State tion Agemcy ~.
(312) 4782066 L

. A%

UTaH - 1$77, State Board of Educanon'

21 . In January of 1977 the state board of educatioy approved changes in the high school
' sraduation requirements mandating local distirets to measure basic coapetencies
pefore students could graduate from high scitool. Local districts can select the
test instrumedf and establish the cut-cff standards. The skill areas to be assessed
are: vreading, writing, speaking, ‘listening, arithmetic, demcgnc governance,

consumerisas and problem solving. The requirement is in eff or the graduating
class of 1530,

Fer more informatiom. ¢omtact: -

27, Lerue Winget -
Micciate Superintendent R
I "~5tate Board of Education - "\

136 East South Teaple ‘

. Sal:t Lake City, Utah 82113 - ”
(801} 333-3131

. - 1§77, local Districet:

Jordan School Bm’cric’ s working om 3 goal-based education management system aimed

3t using criterion-referenced tests to assist with cuxricular revigion. Minimz exit
staadards fa:v graduation are undar st udy,

For aoTe information contals:

: C. Deyom Sanderson .
Director of Educational Sysiems :
9361 5. {00 cast

Saady, Utah 84079

(301} 255-6891,

‘ . ) ccttccco.co‘c .

& . .
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" tiondl priority-to developing the reading, communications and mathetatics skilis

VERMONT =~ 1976, $tate Board bf Education. (Reported in UPDATE VI, é/l/??}

The Vermont. board of education. a: its mecting on July 20, 19?6. accepted u set of
basic competencies in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and mathematics while
deferring action on competencies.in reasoning for further development. The board
also stipuiated that by .1981 masPery of all of the basic competencies is to be one
requirement for graduatiom from high school, unless the pupil has a limiting:handi-
c¢ap and completes an approved. comprehensive, multi-yecar plan.

A pupil progress record on which- the maStery of the hasic competencies is recorded:
will be maintained fqr each Vermont pupil. Superintcendents will report information
congerning pupil achievement of the basic competencies to the commissioner of educa-
tion with their annual statistical reports each August beginning in 1978, The infor-
nation required in this report will vary from year to year. { '

= Fall 1977, State Departnent of Educatxon.

School districts are now working on local procedures and policy for reporting pupil
progress in the basic cowpetency areas. The state board did not mandate how dis-
tricts were to reach this goal. Testing may or may not be used depending on local
decisions. . -

The recomendation. for the competency area of reading will be presented to the state
board of education in December of 1977. If approved, school districts would have

to certify this competenqy for the graduatxng class of 1982.

For_.mre information contact: -

Dr.- Xarlene Russell .
Director of Elementary and »
Secondary Education |,
Vernont D8partment of Education
sontpelier, Vermont 05602 .
(802) 828-3135 -
....OOO_Ol....

-

VIRGINIA ‘- 1976, .Legislation (Enacted): .(Repotted in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

‘HB 256 (Standard of Quality Act)} The constitution of Virginia calls for -the state

board of education to prescribe standards of quality for the several school divisions
subject -to revision by the General Assembly.. One of the goals of education in Virs
ginia is.to aid students, consistent with their abilities,_to Become 'competent in

the fundapental academic skills. Each -school division is to give . highest instruc-

of all students with.particular attention to the primary grades {l-3). and the intér-
pediate grades. (4-6), Remedial work for lou—ach1eV1ng students shall begin upon :
identification of student need. . :

- - # . -

By September of 1978, the state board of educatton. in cooperation with local dis-
tricts, shail establish specifzc minigun statewide educdtional obfectxves and a
uniform statewide test in reading, commmications and mathematics skills.” The test
is to measure yearly progress fbr;ind;vidual students, The Act also sets standards

Educntion Commission of)thc States - . -5;;&




" VIRGINIA - 1970, Llegaslation (Enacted) {continued):

for carecer preparation, special education, gifted and talented students, personnel,
teacher preparation, testing and measurenent, accreditations, planning, public in-
volvement and district policy manuals.

- 1977, State Board of Fducation:

]
In the spring of 1977 the State board of education approved a resolution calling
for a minimal competency testing program as a requirement for high school gradua-
tion beginniny with the class of 1981. The board resclution reads:

"A student shall be eligible to graduate from the accredited secondary school last
attended during the regular school term upon successful completion of the graduation
requirements set forth in these standards. Students completing graduation require-
sents in an accreditad summer school sRall be eligible to graduate from the School
previously attended fuxigy- the regular school term when the summer school credits
are eamrmed in complxi:nc wi‘h sumper school regulat;ons set forth in these standards.

In order to graduate r!bm ar gceredited secondary school and receive a high school
diplewa in Virginia, students 3hall earn the number of units of creditwprescribed
by the Board of Educativn and be able to demonstrate to the satisfaction of local
school officials attaiMgnt of the following minimum competencies:

i. Functional literacy in comadunicative $hiils including the ability to _zead,
write and speai;

2. Computational skills including the abxl:ty to work with decimals and percentr
ages to the extént that they can effectively participate in society as consumers;

3, A basic knowledge and understanding of the history and cultures of the United
States. 1ncluding concepts and processes of democratic governance and our economic -
system; - )

4. The apility to pursue. higher education in postsecondary schools or gain
exployment as a3 result of having gained a job-entry skill."”

For norg information contact:

Carl L. Riehn

virginia Department of Fducation

Box 6 G ’ .
Richmond, Virginia 23116 )

- (804} r86-3593

R
P R S S N .
- — '-.f‘ .
. 5 ) :

WASHINGTON - 1976, Legislation (Enacted): (Reported in UPDATE VI, &/1/77;

5B 3026 Requires that school districts, with communipy par:icipatiogj\ﬁsiitdevelop
learning objectives for grades kindergarten through eight, Thé state department
has interpreted that these objectives will be stated in behavioral terms and that
the objectives will be measured for actual student attainment at least annually,
Compliance with the.law will be monitored through the program appreval process for
the allocaticn of stare funds.

HB 1545, 1976 ' Requires that all fourth 8radq students be given a standardized .

*

N 5 [ Education Commuarion o{ the Sloltes
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QRBHINGTON - 1976, Legislation (Enacted) (continued):

achievement test in the reading, mathematics and language arts. This test was just
administered in October 1976 with the results to be used by school districtc and

parents to compare their children's achievement level with those of other pupils in

the district, the state and the nation. The law also provided that a sample of 2,000
students at the eighth and. elevénth grades be tested for the same purpose. The school
districts are encouraged to establish a separate test for the, second grade for the eariy
identification of pupils needing assistance in language and computational skills,

- 1977, Legislation (Pendzqgl (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

Senate Substitute 2886 and Engrossed Substitute Mouse Bill 960 both finance biils,
have the potential of creating an operational anﬁ financial definition of basic
education for Washington school districts. On Jtne 1 the bills were in conference
compittee awaiting final legislative action.

[
One of the bills, ESHB 960, sets tforth three criteria for measuring basic¢ education:
1) It would define literacy as knowledge of those skills necessary to learning.
- 2) It would define the curriculum by progras hours; i.e., in grades 3-6, it would
reguire 2,835 hours of instruction with 90 percent of them in basic skills including
reading/language arts, pathematics, social studies, science, music, arts and physi-
cal education; five percent would be in work skills such as home and family life,
shop, business and office education and another five percent would be left up to
distri¢et discretion. 3) It would allocate.the money based on a ratio of students
to staff with full financing on the state level by Sept. 1, 1978. The bill does
ot specify a student/staff ratio but would allow this item to be included in the
budzet bill each biennium. .

r

0f special interest in ¥ashington is a court case, Seattie School District #l v.
State of Washington, in which Judge Doran, in a lower court decision, ruled that
special levies could no longer be used to fund an “ample basic education." Reason-
ing that the legislature had not previded enough _money to fund -an ample basic edu-
cation, he declared-that special excess levies for basic education were unconstitu-
tional, However, he clearly pointed out that such levies would be constitutional”
if they were used to support enrichment programs.

An important peint that has been migsed is the declaration that education is a con- .
stitutionally guaranteed right. Judge Doran concluded, "Article IX, Section I, ...

is a substantive provision impesing the paramount duty upon the ¢tate and creating,

by implication, a correlative right of equal stature for the children of the state...”

(Emphasis suppiied.)

Although this is n&t a‘state sypréme court deczsz&n, it appears that, if the deci-
sion is upheld, the future of Washington school fznance will hinge on the definition
of an "ample basic education.”

- Fall 1977, Legi'sla ive Interim Activity:

The House and Senate 1nter1m lezislatzve commitcees conducted studies of mznxnal
coupetency tasttng duoring the fall of 1577.

- - -

Educstion Cammusion of the States 5{; | ‘ - e




. . . . .. v [
.
* L3

¢ e WASHINGTON -~ Fall 1977, Legislative Interim Activity (continued):

For more information contact: . . . ' \

Kris Van Gorkom
Research Anzlyst, Senate _
Education Committee ' ‘
Legislative Building ’
Olywpia, Washington 98304
v (206) 753-1556

-, .U...Q...‘...
-

. WEST VIRGINIA - 1977, State Department of Educatidn: . (Reported in UPDATE VI, .
‘ ) ] 6/1/77) »

No formal action has been taken by the state board of education or the state depart-
ment Of education. The departmen™ of education is giving technical assistance for
curricular changes and the identification of “essential competencies" in the various
subject areas.

- Fall.l977, State Department of Education:

The department of education is working-bh a process to establish competency state-
ments {expected learmer outcomes) in each subject area, grades K-12. These state-

-~ ments will be tied to the 17 goal statqnents sdopted by the state board of education
in 1976,

For more information contact:

br. Daniel B. Taylor
N, Superintendent of Free Schools
) Charleston, West Virginia 15905. Iy
T . - (304) 348-2681 . - f -

e - 1977' Local District: ‘o ;

.

Kanawha Count _r. Charleston cheral district-wide study comitto& have reCommended

to.the board of education a plan calling for a two-part high schpol dipfoma, The

second part of the diploma will be a transcript listing the individudl student’s

basic competency attainment level. It is proposed that a test /be used at grades

"3, 6 and 9 for the identification of students needing remedigtion. A high school |
— test will be ejither developed locally or purchased. Reading and mathematics are

the coupetenc;;:?ias to regx@Ve £irst attention. Final bgard of education action ,
.. was taken in e of 1977. ' ' '

- - . i ) " -. ' - - ) (
:\ o for more information contact: .
- or. Catherine Candor . .
‘Director of Research. Kanawha Count, Schools
° 100 Elizabeth Street : . .
Charleston, kest Virginia 25311 . " . v

(304} 348-"7"0

-
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- 7 ﬁIS'CG‘iS!N ~ 1977, State Department of Public Instruction: (Reported in UPDATE VI,
: . . 4 6/1/?7)

f : . .
In January of 19'7. Barbara Thonpson, the superintendent of public instruction,
appointed-a 9-person task iorcn to study competency-based education in the funda-
meptal spbject areas of readig, writing and mathematics. The task force final
- reconqﬂu:ions will be suboi.ttcd to the state superintendent in late June of 1977.
oy b
The taek*{?rce will recounend'three models of action the state departnent of publ{c
instructiya aighe, take. The first wili center on local school district developed
and detenﬁxne4¢¢pnpetency standards with some department of public instruction (DPI)
assistance ‘ih' the form test item data balk; the second would make use of. the inter-
mediate Scho51 districts by having clusters of districts work together; and the third

would be 4 research and experimentation modei asking the DPI to Study the issue until
1981. “ e

' ¥
- - [

._-'- Fall 1977, State D_Qgrtment of Public Instruction:
The deparreeg, of pubiic 1nstruction has an 1nternal committee reviewing the rec-
omendntﬂm %7 the task force.

For more information coniact: : .

’ Dwight Stevens ) -
. . Deputy State Superintendent : ;
Department of Public Instruction . -
) 126 Langdon Street \ )
i 4> Madison, Wisconsig $3702 )
AR w(ooa) 266~3390 .

-

T I B Y A

WYOMING - "1977, State Board of Education: "

"

In September and November of 1977, the Hyomihg State Board of Education approVed
the follouing poiicy statement:

+ ,
"All graduates of Wyoming Public High Schools \ull ‘have completed a requxred secon- -
dary school program and have demonstrated proficiency in the basic skills essential
‘to-effective adult citizénship. Minimua state requireuents for the issuing of a.
public high sphool diploma include

1. successful.‘completion of a program including credits or units identified in - .
% the Wyoming School Accreditation Standards equal to a regular course loan’extending
through the senior year of high school .
2, sufficient attendance in courses and programs to gain fully the educatxonal
. and sociaj benefits of the secondary program
. - +3,. an ability to read, write, and compute with proficiency, and
4. an understanding of the process and structure of democratig govemance and
our free enterprise system. - : '

)
l

VerificatZfon of the state sta.ndards for graduation -is the responsib:.hty of the
local school district working in conjunction with the state deparment of .education.

- .

- \\
| 4 .
p
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WYOMING - 1977, State Board of Education (continued):

Local school dle}ricts are required to establish their &un standards of competency
. and program requirements for graduation and encouraged to go beyond those minimum
standards established by the state board of- educTtion "

Several staff committees in the Wyoming department of education are working on
- statements or giuldelines clnrifying this btward pelicy.

For more information contact:

Dr. Robert Schrader

Super;ntendent of Public Instruction
State Office Building West

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

. (307) 777-7673

U JEE TR SR T Y R I I

"\ U.S. CONGRESS -- 1977 Legislation Pendiga‘ ¢
Representative Ronald M. Mottl (D). member of Congress from the 23rd District in
Ohio, introduced two identical bills--H., R. 6088 and H. R. 7116--amending Title
VIII of the Elementary -and Secondary Education Act. These bills called for states
to establish a program of basic educational standards before they:-could receive
funds under this Act.  The bills also called for the establishment of a National
o Commission on Basic Education to review state plans and set standards. Hearings
a on, these two bills were held in September of 1977, In October of 1977, Mottl
introduced a third bill, H. R, 9574, This bill also carries the provisioh for a
.National Commission on Basic Education and would have states give a profictency
examination in reading, writing. and mathematics td students in grades 6, 8, 10,
"7 ° . and 12. The new bill stipulates that this test not be a requirement for gradua-

. tion or grade promotxon but does call for remedial*programs for students failing
-the test,

'41

The full text of H, R. 9574 is included in the appen@ix. - . '

o,
. . e
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WSS HR. 9574

IN THE ]IOUSL‘ oF ,REPRESL'NTATIVES
Oc'rom 14,1077

Mr. Mcrm. introduced the followinugéltull; which was referred to the Com- o

:mttae on Edufation and Labor

oy

A BILL

o a.mend the Elementary and Seéon catlon Act of 1965 .
- to provide assistance for the establ %Eof basic standards
of educn.txonnl proﬁclency a.ppllcable to pubhc school students

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
-2 twes of the Umted States of Ameria in C'ongress aasembled
3 That\tltle VIII of the Elementary and Secondm'v Educatnon
4 -Actof 196.) (20 U.S C. 881 zf seq.) i amended by addmg-
5 at the etd\Ehereof the !ollowmg ne\%' sectlon
..6- -

_ EDTOATIONAL smm;nns
74 “Sno 815, sy {1). A. State~thlcattonnl agencv (or a

'8 loca.l edneatxonai‘\age oy m “the case\o( any such tgency . |

9 whmh is Iocated m“ 2. State in wluch the State cdneatlonal

L




L) V"n e J

;-I." rhT . - i -
i .
a “., $> - -

!
5
6
K
8
9

13

4 (b) (1) an apphoatxon which provides assuranees that such - \ ~

- examvinations wWy measure proﬁc:eney m read-
mg, wntmrr and mathenmt:es to eaeh student enrolled in C
pubhe schools in the State or sehool dl:!tl'lct mvg_l_gd, )

“(") Sueh exammatlons ehall be mhmmsﬁered toa - L

- ) . A.11II‘
12

“ 14

or for graduation from seeondal:y sehggl.(

slmﬂ emphmze tesung the. abihty of n stndent 10 use and
a nnderstnnd lnnguage and to read thh fac(ﬂlty antl under-

ﬁon) may receive ancml asmtanoe under thls section by
fsubmxttmg to the’ Commission estabhahed under subsection

educational agency wdl establish ‘and. implement basio stand-
ards of educational proﬁmeney in aocordance with a-plan of
mohﬁueatioml sgeticy approved under subseetma (b) (4).

S@B standards shell inelnde the ndmmrstratlon of proﬁcxenoy

student at the begmmng of the aeadcnne vear at the stxth *. -
elghth tenth and~ tweifth grade Ievels e o =
“(8) A assmg grade in any- such e'mmmanon shall not -'

be a requirement necessary for advancement m grade level -

o (4) Anx,student who fmls any such examination shall
be pronded ‘with an opportumtv to partu:lpate in 2 remedml
progmm in the subject matter covered by the etammatlon. - _

“(5). Each sdeh. exammation ,shatlﬁbe dos:gned to test 5
proﬁclency in wntmg skills, teadmg.and comprehensxon, and- |

_mathemahes skills and comPrehenmon. Such exammahon



, f“"" / ﬂ-ﬁ J., ,‘;.‘ v_ - 8 - E I-.. - .‘ | L&
1 “(b) (1) 'iDhere is hercby established a commission to
9 be known ns thfs \TatmsnLCqmuussmn on Basic Education

3 (heremn.fter in this section referred to as the ‘ﬁomnusmon ). o a. | .
| :‘.4. “'(2) The" C'ommmswn shall’ be. Anposed of Gfteen - E
/s mombers as follows: - / ‘ 2
6 “ (A) th.ree appomted by the Presxdent from umoLg L '
7 | dmdnals serving on State boar(ls of educanon, \ ‘ ; : v
8 “(B)- three appmnted by the Preqldent ‘from amonwg‘} | .'
9 mﬂiwduo.ls sagring on ]o¢al honrds of edneation;
0. | “0C) thrce appomtcd hy the President from nmong i
11 | persons employed as, teac ers in secondary sehool syss
-12- tems and ‘ C . | 3:.;
3 (D) six, appomted by the Premdent &'om mem-«
11 bers of the genera.l publie, ° :- “ . «  : E

,4;.-1

.’_‘

15 (3) Members of the Comrmsmon sha.ll serve mthout
16 l;ay While away from their homes or -regular plays of ‘ o
o busipess, meinbers of the Commnssmnxhall be allowed travel” = ~
"!_J 18 exponses, mel‘udmg per dlem in liew of subs:stence, in the T
- 19 . same er as\persons emponed mbermttently in the .
20 Gov nt semce are @wed expenses “under section-
5"'03 (b) of ntb 5, Umt& Stntes Code. -
"22 ,“(4) The’ Comm:sslonshdl— SR '\;
Tm o (a). establish a series of 'bamo standads of edu-
- 24 - " cational pmﬁcxency, mcludmg tests. for meusunn.g such'
- 25.." pmﬁmqncy, deqxgneil to evaluite the read:ng wnrmg .

-

o - - —




" &
1 ‘ and mnthomntms skills of students nt the snxth eighth, )
o - tenth, and twelfth grade le‘vels and ‘make such series - - »
3 .available to any State or local educnnonal agency which . |
i 3 requests the series in a:nnectmn with an application T
5 . for assistance nnderthxssecnon, a
‘ L g K {B) review npphcanons for assistance nnder thxs _
: 7‘ sechon submxtted by State or local educational agencies, . |
: -8 ) and the plans contm.netl in such applications for the . : .. K
X 9 Ty estal;liahment (;f Disie standards of educational profici- -
| | 10 ency in aebordance,m?:h subsection (a) and . o
6-' - | 11 “(C) 2pprove such npphcanons and plans Lf the
o . 12 Comnnsmon determines ke standards to be established _ -
) i 13 bear a.'reasonnble relanon to the - educational proﬁu-' I'
N BNV 'eney needed by students at the vmourlevels meqsnred/\
' 15{ “(5) Each.State edncanonnl ngenc} and each Ioeal
B - 1 educa.nonnl ngency whlch desires to receive assmta.nce under - |
| » 17 this section shall submit the plwa referred to in paragraph A ‘
(18" (4) (B) at such time and in such manzer as shall be es- -
| . - / ’ 19 . tablished by the Comnission, or after the . temunatlon of‘

- 20" the Commission, by the Comn:ussmner of Educa!uon.
L1 “(g) The Commission sha]l trnsmit a repori: eo the -[‘ -
P . 23 Presxdent and to tho Congress, 0o later than three years nfter . ) )
' | 23 tho eﬁecnve da.ie of thm seenon, whmh contams a detailed

; ent of the actlﬂtm of thc Comm;sswn under this sec-

'tinn. e Cnmxmssmn shnll cense to esmt tlnrty davs afic_r“

: 26 tha b,-a.nsmnaon of such report. The Commsssxoner of Edn- .
S e6Qe
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\ 1 cnzmn slmll carry out the funczlons of the Comm:aslou nador

thls seczxon nfter the temnanon of the existence of the
Comm.i.nmn. ‘ | | o

“(o) (1) In the caso of any schoul distsict in which
{tnndnrds of eﬂueatiﬁﬁal proficiency under -this~sectiona in-
;- cluding the proﬁcie{;oy examinations, are. not-in effect, the '
Commiésionér of Education shall carry out-a program of

‘ makmg suél}.examinazions‘avuilab]e directly to tmy‘ student
attending publlc schools in such. dmtrxct, upori the  Feauest

10 of any parent of such stadent.
1 “(2) The Com:mssmner of Educanon shall ‘carry out a
) 12 program of grants to State edncntloml agencm {and local
13 edneutloml agencies in the. case of any such -agepey which
1k is ]ocated in a Sts.te in whmh the State eduoanunal agency
15 does not partlcxpate in the program under. this section) in
.16 such amounts asthe Commmsnoner of Educazxon considers
17 necessary to assist such edncatlonnl agenmes in preparing
,15 “and adnumatenng basic standords, including examinations,
59 sabmitted to the Gomm:ssxon under subsection (b) (4) (B),
20 and to pay the costs of providing remedml progmms to
21 students in accordance with snbsacnon (a) #®.

» (d) There are hereby authorized to be appropnated
23 to. carry “out the pt‘ovmons of "this section such sums as may -

be necessary. for tho fiseal year endmg Septcmber 80, 1978,

25 " and for each of the four fiscal years thereafter” =

_ 65 -61- .
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A BILL ,

T amend the Fl«nenlny uml Secomlary Ealu.
. cation Act of 1065 to provide amsistange for
» the establisiinent of basie standards of edu-
eationsl proficiency applicable to pmblie
mhool students,

By llr. Mors,

..‘ .
-

chull'l.lm - }.‘

- l

w to the Onnnluu umtlu{qr
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